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Our students 

Students have commenced Semester 2 strongly…The term so far 
had been punctuated with NAIDOC Week celebrations, culminating 
with a presentation to all students from Scott Darlow, Aboriginal 
singer songwriter public speaker and educator, last Thursday. At the 
review part of the presentation, Scott encouraged students to keep 
FLUTE at front of mind: Forgiveness, Love (kindness was the example 
of Scott used), Understanding, Tolerance and Empathy. Hopefully 
your child has spoken with you about how informative and uplifting 
the morning was… 

Year 12 students marked the mid-point of the year with the school 
event, Forever Connected. The atmosphere of the evening was 
amazing – the epitome, in my view, of what the school values – 
connectedness, respect, integrity and growth. Students celebrated 
and acknowledged their peers both in academic achievement and 
attitude on the night! In the blink of an eye, our Year 12 students 
will be graduating and it is a joy to continue to support each and 
every student in the learning until that time. 

Current Year 10 students and their families also recently attended 
the 2027 Course Information Evening. The school has offered many 
options for students in the Victorian Certificate of Education and 
VCE Vocational Major and Vocational Education and Training (VET). 
We are looking forward to confirming courses for students in Term 
4. If you did not attend the event, please contact your child’s Form 
Group teacher. 

Our staff  

During our recent curriculum day, staff learned more about Positive 
Classroom Management Strategies, start are part of the Victorian 
Teaching and Learning Model 2.0. Staff further developed skills to 
ensure classes are highly organised and positive. We also learnt and 
practiced strategies to improve communication and the key – staff: 
student working relationship. Hopefully students are seeing 
teachers use new strategies that are creating a more engaging and 
positive classroom environment… 
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2026 Term Dates 

Term 3 

13 July–18 September 
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5 October–18 December 
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The school now has a Multicultural Education Aide. MEAs are employed by schools to support English as Additional 
Language (EAL) learners, their families, and the families of other students who require language assistance when 
communicating with the school. The MEA’s skills in a language or languages other than English enable them to act 
as a bridge between the school and families. Mona also speaks Urdu, Punjabi, Hindi and some Arabic. Please contact 
the school with questions or to speak to Mona. 

Our school 

Improvements to flooring and painting have been noted and well received as well as new furniture in some 
classrooms. Further, more extensive improvements are being planned. Our Library will re-open shortly, after DET 
have rectified an issue with the roof. 

I look forward to seeing you at the front of the school or at Walking Thomastown on 29 August! 

Kind regards 

Karen Anderson Principal 
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School Leader Message 

Curriculum Day – Building Consistency for Student Success 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

On Curriculum Day, our teaching staff participated in 
professional learning focused on student engagement 
and behaviour support. Together, staff explored 
practical strategies to strengthen classroom 
relationships, maintain high expectations, and respond 
consistently to student behaviour. This collaborative 
learning reflects our ongoing commitment to creating 
safe, inclusive and engaging classrooms where every 
student has the opportunity to succeed. 
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Learning  
Assistant Principal, (Acting) Pooja Khanna 

Year 8 Science – Microscopy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 students have been learning to use microscopes as they study cell theory and the parts of cells. 8C students 
made their own slides out of waterweed and were able to see the individual cells and chloroplasts that the plants 
use for photosynthesis. Some students used the school’s digital microscopes to take photos of what they saw. 
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Year 8 - Visit from Federal Member for Scullin, Andrew Giles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 students had the lucky opportunity of hearing Andrew 
Giles speak about the basic organisation of the Australian 
federal government.  

He fielded many insightful and relevant questions from the 
students, and they were very well behaved and engaged.  

Thanks again Andrew for a very memorable and valuable 
experience for our students. 
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Year 9 - Crime and Justice Excursion 

On Thursday 16th of July, a group of year 9s participated in the RMIT iBelong Crime & Justice program. They 
travelled to RMIT University in the city and listened to guest speakers. In addition to this, students learnt how a 
trial is structured, how to question witnesses and participated in a mock trial in a simulated courtroom. 
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Year 10 Student Work : A School Dream 
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Year 10 - Work Experience Reflections 
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Year 11 Chemistry Unit 2 

Year 11 Chemistry students created serial dilutions of strong acids and bases as part of their study of Unit 2 Area of 
Study 1: How do chemicals interact with water?  

They were able to observe how creating a 1 in 10 dilution of an acid raises its pH by 1 number. They also used 
colourful indicator chemicals to check the pH of their dilutions and confirm their accuracy. 
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Year 12 VM Zoo excursion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

The VCE VM teachers got lucky!! Lorraine and 
Tim had a small group of students keen on the 
day out from school and off to the Zoo.            
The Year 12's were full of questions for            
the zoo keepers and the weather was 
accommodating. Melbourne was turning on a 
pleasant winter's day. 
 
Personal Development Skills, a vocational 
major core subject - is great for considering 
issues from different angles. The students 
were focused on exploring environmental 
issues that could be incorporated into 
community-based projects. Here students 
were considering how community resources 
could raise money for other causes if 
alternately thought about. 
 
You'll have to wait for the next newsletter to 
hear their findings! Meanwhile, some pictures 
from the day! 
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Future Pathways - Course Information Evening 

Thomastown Secondary College extends a sincere thank you to the parents, carers and students who attended this 

year's Course Information Evening. The excellent turnout reflected our community's strong commitment to 

supporting students as they make one of the most important decisions in their secondary schooling journey—

selecting the subjects that will shape their future pathways. 

During the evening, careers staff and school leaders provided an overview of the Victorian Certificate of Education 

(VCE) and the Victorian Pathways Certificate Vocational Major (VCE VM) programs, as well as the range of Vocational 

Education and Training (VET) opportunities available. Families were also guided through the new online subject 

selection process using EDVAL and informed about the VET application and interview process. 

A key message throughout the evening was that successful subject 

selection is a collaborative process. Students were encouraged to 

reflect on their semester reports, Morrisby Career Profile results and 

Career Action Plans, while also considering prerequisite subjects 

required for future tertiary courses or career pathways. Families were 

reminded to continue discussing subject choices with teachers, faculty 

leaders and careers staff before making their final selections. 

It has been pleasing to see that the majority of students have already 

met with their subject teachers, obtained recommendation signatures 

and submitted a draft subject selection form. VET interview letters will 

be distributed by the end of this week, confirming interview times for 

students who have expressed interest in undertaking a VET program. 

All students are required to submit their final subject preferences 

online by Friday, 6 August. We encourage families to use the coming 

weeks to carefully review course requirements and ensure that 

students are making informed decisions that align with their interests, 

strengths and future aspirations. 

Thank you once again to everyone who attended and contributed to such a positive and informative evening. If you 

have any questions about subject selection, pathways or the process moving forward, please do not hesitate to 

contact the College. Our faculty leaders, Careers and VET Coordinator, and school leadership team are all available 

to provide further support. For enquiries, please contact Thomastown Secondary College on (03) 9465 0844. 
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Wellbeing 
Assistant Principal, David Smith 

Pat Cronin Foundation Presentation 

Last Thursday, our Year 9 students attended the "Be Wise" presentation delivered by the Pat Cronin Foundation. 

Students learned about Pat Cronin's life, the tragic circumstances surrounding his death, and the profound impact 

that violence—particularly one-punch attacks—can have on individuals, families and communities. 

The presentation, delivered by Alan, was both powerful and thought-provoking. Students were attentive and 

engaged throughout the session as they reflected on the importance of making positive choices, showing empathy, 

resolving conflict respectfully, and understanding the lifelong consequences that can result from a single act of 

violence. The key message for our Year 9 students was clear: violence is never the answer. 

This presentation formed part of the Year 9 Social and Emotional Learning curriculum and is one of a series of sessions 

designed to support students' personal development, wellbeing and decision-making skills. 
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Your Move' Lunchtime Club 

 

  

50 students attended the ‘Your 
Move’ games club during week 
10, competing to build the 
strongest foil boat.  

Steve, Issam and Lucas from Year 
8 were the winning team, taking 
home a $10 canteen voucher 
each. Their boat managed to hold 
37.5grams before sinking! Well 
done to all students that joined in 
and had a go, there was some 
tough competition for the prize. 
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Adolescent Vaccinations 

Participating pharmacies, such as Chemist Warehouse Thomastown, can support eligible adolescents with catch-up 
vaccinations, subject to age eligibility, vaccine availability, consent requirements and pharmacist assessment. This 
can provide families with a convenient community-based option when they are unable to attend the school clinic or 
need to follow up after a missed session. 
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Acknowledgement and Celebration 

Year 12 Forever Connected Celebration 

On 17 July, we held our 'Forever Connected' celebration for our Year 12 cohort. The event honoured the students' 

combined efforts over nearly six years of secondary schooling, bringing them together to celebrate their shared 

experiences and dedication as they head into their final semester. 

The students chose a formal event and invited staff to join the celebration, and in every way, they showed themselves 

to be the wonderful young adults they are becoming. 

Awards were presented to recognise their dedication to academic and personal growth, and the support students 

showed one another throughout the night was truly inspiring. 

Staff who attended consistently commented on how impressed they were by the inclusive spirit and values the 

students displayed throughout the evening. 
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Year 12 Forever Connected – Awards and Certificates 

 

MATHS GENERAL 
Robert  

for working diligently 

PHYSICS 
Dong 

for improving his work 
ethic and commitment to 
regular work completion 

MEDIA & PSYCHOLOGY 
Angelina 

for demonstrating a positive 
attitude towards learning & 

consistently striving for her best 

FOUNDATION MATHS 
Cedra 

for applying herself to 
the best of her ability 

WORK RELATED  
SKILLS 

Katerina 

ENGLISH A  & 
FOOD STUDIES 

Amal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHEMISTRY 
Danial  

WORK RELATED SKILLS 
&   VM LITERACY 

Heiba 

EAL 
Nisreen 

LEGAL STUDIES 
Summer 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT SKILLS 
Dean 

MATHS METHODS 
Zahid 

 
 
 

HEALTH 
 

Samira  
for regularly reflecting 
 on her learning and  

seeking ways to improve 

ART  &  MATHS GENERAL 
Thai 

ENGLISH B 
 Ahura 

 
 
 

BIOLOGY 
 

Fatama 
for working  

diligently  
and consistently 
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Refugee week "A Million Stories" quilt 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of last term, students 
celebrated Refugee Week from 14 to 
20 June under the theme "A Million 
Stories", which honours the one 
million individuals welcomed to 
Australia since World War II. 

As part of the Refugee Week 
festivities, Thomastown Secondary 
College invited everyone to 
contribute a patch to a collaborative 
"patchwork" quilt. Each student 
designed a patch to reflect their 
personal journey, using drawings, 
patterns, or expressive symbols. 
These individual pieces were 
stitched into a single quilt, 
beautifully symbolising how our 
unique stories unite to form one 
united community.  

Please come and admire our 
collective masterpiece which is now 
proudly hanging in the foyer of the 
Administration area. 
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NAIDOC week 

 

 

National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee (NAIDOC) Week, Sunday July 5 – Sunday July 12, 
2026. 50 Years of Deadly is the theme this year 

NAIDOC Week was commemorated with some student-
designed artwork by one of our very own talented 
students, Liana.  This beautiful artwork has been 
professionally printed onto high-quality bookmarks.   

These unique bookmarks will be distributed to students 
as a meaningful reminder of First Nations history, 
culture, and achievements. We encourage everyone to 
use and treasure them as we reflect on this year's 
NAIDOC theme together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                            NAIDOC week bookmark – art designed by Liana 2026 
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Youth of NAIDOC Award- Liana  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomastown Secondary College are very excited to celebrate Year 11 First Nations student Liana who was awarded 
the Youth of NAIDOC Award at the Victorian NAIDOC Awards Ceremony on Friday 26 June 2026.  

The Victorian NAIDOC Awards celebrate the hard work of First Nations people in Victoria. These awards are proudly 
presented each year during NAIDOC Week to recognise achievements in art, culture, education, 
sport, environment and leadership. Throughout NAIDOC Week, Liana spoke publicly at a range of events about 
racism in schools and advocating for more First Nations culture and history being included in the school curriculum.  

For Liana, NAIDOC week was about recognition, sharing and connecting and always will be. NAIDOC is about bringing 
mob from all over Victoria together to celebrate their culture together as it always should be. For the 50-year 
celebration of NAIDOC Week this year, she believes that NAIDOC is only going to grow stronger and bigger and that 
hopefully they can have more allies and more people celebrate and support First Nations peoples.  

Liana also feels strongly that young people are so important in her community because they carry the culture onto 
future generations keeping their culture alive.  

Congratulations on such an impressive achievement Liana!!   
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NAIDOC Week 2026 - Scott Darlow performance 

 

Scott Darlow, well known indigenous musician and presenter on aboriginal history, culture and reconciliation spoke 
with our students last week. His dynamic musical and speaking style created a strong connection with our students; 
he got them think about the history of Australia’s First Nation peoples and what personal contributions we can make 
to our reconciliation journey. His key word "FLUTE" (Forgiveness, Love, Understanding, Tolerance and Empathy) is 
not just relevant to aboriginal Australians – his message was that it was needed in all aspects of life. He challenged 
us all about what contributions, big and small, we can make to our community. 
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Our Services 

School Canteen Menu Term 3 
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Uniform Shop: Price List and Trading Hours and online store 

https://beleza.com.au/product-category/secondary-schools/st-v-secondary/thomastown-secondary-college/ 

 

  

https://beleza.com.au/product-category/secondary-schools/st-v-secondary/thomastown-secondary-college/
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Student Photo Permissions – Compass 

Please check and update your child’s photo permissions in Compass to ensure our records are current. 
If you need help, please contact the school office. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Lost Property 
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Community 
. 
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