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Dates to Remember

June

02 School Councll

02-04 Year 16012 exams

08 Public Holiday

09 VCE Units 2 and 4 begin
1526 Year 10 Work Experience
16 General Achievement Test
18 Curriculum day; no classes
September

15 Parent Teacher Student

Conferenceg no classes

2026 Term Dates

Term 2

20 Aprit26 June

Term 3

13 Julyg18 September

Term 4

5 Octobe18 December

Wurundjeri Woiwurrung Country

80-96 Main Street, Thomastown VIC 3074

WeekSix Term?2
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Our students

Smiling facesvere abundant in the gymnasiuyesterdayas school
photographswere taken! Although only a moment or two in a
school day once a year, school photographs enable us to relive
memories as time goes on. Time spent together making
acquaintances and friends, learning and beginning to explore a
broader range of subject areas is lots of what the six years of
secondary schooling involves. It is such an important tpkease
make the most oit!

Our staff

During our recent curriculum day, staff learned more about

cognitive load theory and how we need to work hard to increase
information stored in our longerm memories which frees up our
shortterm memory, to improve learning. Students may be

interested toknow that one of the strategies Kylie, Emily and Mara
showed us, to improve learner engagement, was how to seek

opinions and prompt discussion by asking people to choose

Strongly Agree, Agree, Disagree or Strongly Disagree, in response
toastater Syi® Ly (GKAa OFasS Ad sl a Wi
2 dzii O 2- ¥i&raof had many people in each corner! Hopefully
students are seeing teachers use new strategies that are creating a
Y2NB Sy3r3aiay3a FyR LRaAGABS Of I a

Davidis takingLong Service Leave, as of Monday, for the
remainder of Term 2. Belinda Howdhas beerappointedas
Acting Assistant Prifgal andwill work with the engagement and
wellbeing teamLabrinj Julieand Stepanie, during this timeWe
welcome Belinda to the school.

Our school

The library continues to grow as a resource for students in all year

f S@StaxttSkasS bnyinthe2tMhsOve 6fR & K
activity at lunchtime todg!

Karen Anderson

Acting Principal

www.thomassc.vic.edu.au
PH9465 0844 Ethomastown.sc@education.vic.gov.au



School Leader Message

Curriculum day

On 15 May, stafparticipatedin a highly engaging and productive Curriculum Day focused on strengthening our
shared understanding of the Victorian Teaching and Learning Model (VTLM 2.0) and refining our instructional
practices.The daycommencedat 9.00amwith an Acknowledgement of Country, followed by opening remarks
FNRY YINBY ! yRSNA2Y YR / KNR& 51 A024a2 6K2 asSid GKS ¢
of a consistent, evidenekased approach to teaching and learning across theach

Staff were then introduced to VTLM 2.0, with a focus onElmments of Learnind@ his sessioprovidedvaluable

insight into how students learn best, highlighting the importance of cognitive engagement, active participation,

and the role of prior knowledge in shaping new learning. Teachers explored how these elements can be embedded
into everyday classroom practice to improve student outcomes.

Following morning tea, the focus shifted to the Elements of Teaching, with a particular emphasis on defining and
unpackingexplicit teaching Staff engaged in rich discussion around what explicit teaching looks like in practice and
how it supports clarity, structure, and student success. This led into a practical session where teachers explored a
range of strategies to implement explicit teah effectively in their classrooms.

After lunch, the afternoon session introduced the draft TSC Instructional Model. This was an important opportunity
for staff to review the proposed framework, provide feedback, and contribute to shaping a clear and shared
approach to teaching at Thomastov@@econdary College. The collaborative discussions ensured that staff
voiceremainscentral in the development of this model.

Overall, the day was a valuable opportunity for professional learning, reflection, and collaboration. Staff left with a
strengthened understanding of effective teaching practices and a shared commitment to continuous improvement
in student learning outconme
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Learning
Year 7¢ Cybersafetylncursion
On Tuesday 19 May, all Year 7 studgragicipatedin aCyber safetpresentation delivered in partnership with

Optus. Students thoroughly enjoyed the session, especially the interaciadson activities that helped them
build practical skills for staying safe online.

Year 7 Cyber Safety
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Year 9 True Crime Electig€odcast Project

Thomastown Secondary College
Individual Excellence

Our Year 9 True Crime students are deep into
the research and scriptwriting phase of their
podcast assessment. Each student is developing
a polished transcript thatemonstrategheir
understanding of real cases and the

conventions of the true crime genre.

As part of the assessment, students will soon
record their own podcast episodes. To support
this, Whittlesea Tech School visited our campus
to run ahandsonworkshop. Students learned
how to use a full podcast kit, explored the
technical specifications, amtacticedessential
editing skills to prepare them

for high-quality production.



Year & iBelong: RMIT program

iBelong - RMIT program

Our year 9 students visited RMIT University in the city campus on Thursday for a day of course exploration and
quick lunch at Melbourne Central. Amongst the fun, students explbtsihess, engineering and visual arts
careers and study options through imgetive presentations, workshops and a Q&A with curtamginesstudents.

We will be attending more of these workshops that allow students to develop knowledge about study
opportunities in the future
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Gen¢ STEM

On Tuesday 26th May, the GE&TEM students attended a series of engaging STEM workshops at RMIT University
in the city. Throughout the day, students explored important scientific concepts through Joanastivities,

including designing and building rolbeasters to investigate gravitational potential and kinetic energy, as well as
creating crash cars to examine collisions and momentum.

All students participated enthusiastically and represented the school exceptionally well. As part of the experience,
students were also given a guided tour of the university campus, where they explored a range of facilities including
the library, gymnasiumand the broadcasting and recording studios. The excursion was both educational and
inspiring, giving students valuable insight into university life and future pathways in STEM fields.

Ion

RMIT excurs

Gen - STEM
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Year 10 Food TechnologWlasterChefChallenge

Year 10 Food Technology students were givibtaaterChefChallenge to cook a pasta dish from scratch, using
mystery ingredients, with a random partner they had never worked with before. Students embraced the task
enthusiastically (after a few people trying to swap groups!), and were thoroughly engaged iarttisoh,

practical session where they were able to test their skills and creativity.

Congratulationgo Austin and Fatima for winning the best dish (sorry, forgot to take a photo because | was too
busy eating it). In equal'®place were Tuan/Sarina, and Zahra/ Olivia. In last place were Sabrina and Rihanna for
attempting to blow my head off with the amount of chilli they put in their dish!

Well done everyone!

Elvin

Year 10 - Food Technology: MasterChef Challenge
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Year 11- Art; Creative Practice

Practice

ive

Creat

VCE Unit 1 - Art

Students in VCE Unit 1 Art Creative Practice have been developing their painting skills through a structured, step
by-step approach, culminating in the creation of a vibrant vase of flowers. This practical task forms part

of Outcome 2: Exploring the Creative Pragtigkere students are encouraged to experiment with a range of
materials, techniques, and processes inspired by their personal interests and artistic ideas.

Throughout this unit, students have confidently explored colour mixing, brushwork, composition, and layering
techniques to bring their artworks to life. It has been wonderful to see their willingness to take creative risks and
refine their skills as thetonfidence has grown.

The class thoroughly enjoyed the harasnature of this painting experience, and their final pieces reflect both
their effort and enthusiasm. The standard of work produced has been excall@wcasingot only technical
ability but also thoughtful engagnent with the creative process.
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ABCN; Interview tolmpress

On Tuesday 12May, a group of our Year 10 students had the exciting opportunity to participatgerview 2
Impress, a handen workshop run in partnership with leading professional services firm KPM®GalHuzy

program was designed to equip students with the practical interview skills they will need as they explore
employment options beyond school. Students engaged in realistic mock interview scenarios, received direct
feedback from KPMG mentors, an@dteed how body language and sptesentation can make a real difference in
a job interview. Hearing firsthand from corporate professionals alieeir own career journeys proved to be an
inspiring and ey@pening experience. We are proud to share that our students thoroughly enjoyed the day and
came away with a wealth of knowledge and newfound confidanaefantastic result that will no doubt see

them well as they begin to consider their futures beyond the classroom.

—— 4 B

ABCN - Interview 2 Impress
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Science Talent Search

75:-1 /& SCIiENCE TALENT dEA3CH

HANDBOOK 2026

Nurturing knowledge for all

CK2YlFad2gy {SO2yRINER /2ffS3S A& LINRBdZR (2 Fyy2dzyOS
Search, organised by Science Teachers Association Victoria. The STS is all about celebrating scientific thinking. Tl
@8SIFENRa (KSYSYO&8{ SERalIRF [ ®Adzi LI FyGAy3d ARSIFa G2 3INP
scientific information.

The STS allows students to join and submit scientific pieces from a variety of categories offered, from game
production and inventions, photography and creative writing, to experimental research and scientific posters.

CKS F2ft26Ay3 addRSyla KIoS RSOARSR (2 22Ay GKAA &¢
pieces. Their submission will be due end of July.

A Mason S, year 7 will be doing creative writing

A Joumana H, year 8 will be doing creative writing

A Raivat S, year 11 will be doing a scientific poster.

Best of luck!

Hazemin Catallo,
Science Coordinator
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Careers

As we progress through the academic term, several important initiatives are underway across our year levels.
Career Action Plans are currently being implemented for all students, with particular focus esetjiog and
exploration of potential career phtvays.

QUALIFICATION CAREER
LADDER

For Year 10 students, critical decisions regarding senior education pathways are approaching. Students must selec
between VCE (Victorian Certificate of Education), VCE VM (Vocational Major), or VPC (Victorian Pathways
Certificate) programs. Comprehensiméormation sessions will provide detailed explanations of these three

distinct pathways to ensure informed decisioraking. It is essential that students thoroughly understand their

options and make appropriate selections that align with their future etiooal and career aspirations. Students

should begin considering their subject preferences for the upcoming year while verifying they meet the

prerequisite requirements and teacher recommendations for their chosen courses. Those interested in VET
(Vocatimal Education and Training) subjects must meet specific eligibility criteria and fulfill all associated
requirements.

Additionally, all Year 10 students will participate in a compulsonpniek work experience program during the
final weeks of this term. Parents are requested to ensure their child has secured an appropriate placement, as this
is a mandatory component d¢iie Year 10 curriculum.

Meanwhile, our Year 11 and 12 students are approaching the conclusion of Unit 1 and Unit 3 coursework, with
examinations scheduled for week 7. Year 11 students experiencing academic difficulties or wishing to modify their
subject selections may request ciges during week 8. Please note that this flexibility does not apply to Year 12
students, as they must complete the sequential Units 3 and 4 to satisfy VCE requirements.

Some Year 12 students have already commenced their interviews to plan their career path for life after
Thomastown Secondary College. It is exciting to see that students have started looking at certain courses which
they may be suited to before VTAC applmas open.

https://vtac.edu.au/quides/y12guide

Thomastown Secondary College
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Year QCareers; Morrisby Survey

Dear Parents and carers,

We are pleased to share that our school will be once again using Moasgbgrt of our year 9 and 10 careers
curriculum. Morrisby is used by thousands of schools

and colleges to support students aged 11 to 18 with planning their next steps in education, training

and careers.

What Morrishy Offers

Morrisby combines questionnaires and psychometric assessments with a rich library of eactemirse
information. The platform helps students understand their strengths, intergsistities and personality, and uses
these results to generate persorsdd career and subjestiggestions.

Key features include:

-Adaptive questionnaires and tests that assess aptitudes, interests and preferences.

-Career exploration tools with detailed profiles, labour market information and videos.

-Support for decisiommaking about subjects, apprenticeships, further education and university

pathways.

{1 Saazy Lilya FyR FOGA@GAGASA GKIF G f Ayarees2urriCuumNBE SNE T

How Students and Parents Can Use It

Every year 9 student will have a Morrisby account. Once logged in, students can complete their

gquestionnaires and explore their results. They can also invite parents into their accounts so that

both students and parents can:

-Browse careers and pathways together.

4 &S GKS L FOF2NNVQa NBaz2dzNOSa G2 Gl1f]1 GKNRddAK &a0GNBy
-Access career, course and apprenticeship information anytime.

-We believe Morrisby will help students make more informed choices about their future with

confidence and clarity.

Consent forms for participation and further information
will be sent home with your child in the next week.

Y

If you would like support using the platform or have st
questions about the assessments, pleasatact lvana orrls y

Jovanovski.

Thomastown Secondary College
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Year 11 and Year 12 Study Options

Creating worlds where passions can be explored

The VCE's new Vocational Major lets students explore their passions and talents.

The VCE Vocational Major is-g&ar

applied learning program within the VCE
and includes 180 hours of Vocational
Education and Training (VET), so
students obtain realvorld skills and
knowledge to one day land a job in

I dz& 0 NI f A-defand inflasiial A Y
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hospitality or agriculture, VCE

Vocational Major students finish school

with an employability edge, ready to

take on work, life and more study.

Students complete a highuality

o curriculum, and work toward

N : completing avET qualification while

uf;-Ye.drs 1 and 12 ERGEIEVERIE
ons

study opti

The Victorian Pathways Certificate is a new flexible Year 11 and 12 course designed for the small number of
students who, for a range of reasons, are not able or ready to undertake the VCE or the VCE Vocational Major in
schools.

Teachers and career counsellors are available to answer questions, and to support students as they make decisior
about their final years at school.

For more information, speak to your teachers Ivana Jovanovski or Nik Gazeas onge.tac.gov.au/VCE

Thomastown Secondary College
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GAT- Tuesday 16 June

Dear Parents, Carers and Students,

All students who are enrolled in one or more VCE, scored VCE VET Unit 3 and 4 sequences and VCE VM student:
must sit the General Achievement Test, more commonly known as the GAT.

This year the GAT is being held on Tuesday 16 June, between 9am and 3pm.

The GAT playsn important rolein the quality assurance of VCE assessments and provides students with an
opportunity todemonstratethey meet the Victorian Literacy and Numeracy Standards expected at a senior
secondary level. Although GAT results do maint directly towards VCE results, they piayimportant rolein
checking that Schodlased Assessments and external assessments have been accurately assessed.

The GAT will be split into two sections:
Section A (9ami1:15am) will assess literacy and numeracy skiimprisingof

A a 2part writing taskg 30 minutes
A 50 numeracy multiplehoice questiong 45 minutes
A 50 reading multiplechoice questiong 45 minutes

The tasks and questions align with the skills students develop throughout their schooling and the capabilities they
are expected to havacquiredthrough being taught the VictoriargEO Curriculum.

Section A is completed by all students who are enrolled in one or more VCE, scored VCE VET Unit 3 and 4
sequences and VCE VM students (including all unscored students).

Section B (1:15pA8pm) will assess general knowledge and skiisiprisingof

A an extended writing task 30 minutes
A 25 mathematicsscienceand technology multipkehoice questiong 30 minutes
A 25 arts and humanities multipiehoice questiong 30 minutes

Section B is completed by all students who are enrolled in one or more VCE, scored VCE VET Unit 3 and 4
sequences (including all unscored students).

Preparation for the GAT

More information about the GAT can be found on #etorian Curriculum and Assessment Authowgbsite. You
can also consult thiSAT information brochure

Thomastown Secondary College
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https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/general-achievement-test/gat-overview
file:///C:/Users/08603731/Downloads/2026GATStudentBrochure.pdf

Senior school exam timetable

Year 11 and 12

Session 1 & 2 Session 3 Sessions 4 & 5
9:10¢ 11:10 11:40¢ 12:40 1:25¢ 3:25
12EALA
12HHDBA
12ENGA
12CHEA
Tuesday 12MAFA
12MEDA
2nd June Supervised study 11LSTA
11MAMA
11ENGA
11MAGA
11EALA
11FSTA
Session 3 classes wi| 11VCPA
run as per
the scheduleand
12MAM-A students will use the
session to revise for | 12BIGA
12PSYA their next exam.
Wednesday 12FSA
12MAGA
3rd June 11BMAA
12PHEA Teachers will mark
the roll, attendance iy 11MAGB
11ARTA counted.
11ENGB
11BIGA
12ENGB
12LSTA
12BMAA
12ARTA
Thursday 12MAGB
12PHYA
4th June 11PHYA
11PSWA
11MAFA
11PHEA
11HHDA
11ENGE
11CHEA
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Senior school exam timetable

YearlO

Session 1
Session 5
9:10¢ 10:10

Wednesday 3rdune | Humanities

Normal classes

Thursday 4thJune Mathematics

¢tKS4S SElFYa INB RSaA3aIySR (2 aasSaa aiddzRSydaQ dzy RSNZ
study. More importantly, they provide students with a valuable opportunity to revigaesolidatdearning, and

prepare for the enebf-year VCAA examinations. Students are strongly encouraged to use this examination period
as a practice pathway, refining study habits, exam techniques, and time management skills.

All students enrolled in Units 1 and 3 aesjuiredto sit these exams. Students are reminded that these exams are
not just assessments, but an integral part of their learning journey and readiness for future academic challenges.

For Year 12 students, there is some flexibility during the examination period. Students may arrive late or leave
early on days when they do not have two scheduled exams. However, all Year 12 students must sign in at the
school office upon arrival to ensuattendance is accurately recorded andnmintainschool requirements.

Students enrolled in th¥’ CEVM programwill not have scheduled exams during this period. Insteagi,lar
classes will continue as normal, ensuring continuity of learning and engagement in their program.

The school encourages all students to approach the exam period with focus and determination. By preparing
thoroughly and taking full advantage of this opportunity, students can build confidence and set themselves up for
success in their final assessmeiat®t in the year.

We wish all senior students theery bestfor their upcoming exams.

Thomastown Secondary College
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Wellbeing

National Sorry Day and Reconciliation W&k May ¢ 3" June

A

RECONCILIATION
AUSTHALIA

25 YEARS OF
RECONCILIATION
AUSTRALIA

27 MAY - 3 JUNE A 5":' 22 N
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The theme for National Reconciliation Week 2024ali$n a call for
all Australians to commit wholeheartedly to reconciliation every
single day.

All Inmakes clear that reconciliation is not a spectator sport and
that all of us must step away from the sidelines and take action ¢
make change.

The theme also reminds us that reconciliation and advancing ;
lo2NAIAYEE T yR ¢2NNB& { GNI AGS
activity, and it is not solely the responsibility of First Nations
people, who have carried the weight of championing, exptain
and acting for far too long.

B Q NA 3IF

Reconciliation will not happen by itself, and it will not happen
without all of us.
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ALL IN; Collaborative Collage

On TuesdayWednesday and Thursdthyis week we wiltelebrate Reconciliation Week with a haruis
muratmaking sessioat lunchtime in the library

Come add your creativity to something spetiaS 3SNE 2y SQa Ay @AGSR G2 06S LI NI
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IDAHOBIT

On Monday May 18 the school acknowledged IDAHOBIT through a range of lunchtime activities focused on
respect, inclusion and student voice. Students participated in activities including badge making, collaborative
displays and games. Staff also came together for a moreigetcognising the importance of creating a safe and
respectful environment for all members of our school community.

—— RAINBOW WALL

to the LGBTAIA+ communi ty.

IDAHOBIT d

ay
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Coping Strategies for Students

Some tips for stresBee study sessions and staying focused during the exam period, helping you stay calm,
prepared, and ready to do your best.

Coping
Strategies

\
|
0

for Students Stay Strong, yj,

Stay Focused!

Small Goals, Big Wins

01 Set simple, clear goals to
keep your progress on track.

Pause and Breathe

Use deep breaths to relax
when stress hits.

Take Fun Breaks

Do something you enjoy to
recharge your energy.

Connect with Others

O "I‘ Don’t hesitate to share your
feelings or ask for advice.

Refuel your Brain

05 Stay hydrated and snack on
something healthy. Your body
needs energy to stay
focused.

Try these tips for happy, stress-free study sessions!

Thomastown Secondary College
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Your Move
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TUESDAYS | LUNCHTIME | LIBRARY

53 students attended Games Club during week 5! Twenty students took part intarmid¢hallenge, competing to
build the tallest tower using spaghetti and marshmallows. The winning team impressed everyone with a tower
measuring 132cm, earning each team nimma $10 canteen voucher. Enjoy your prize!
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Acknowledgement and Celebration

Flag Raising Ceremony

On the 13th of May Thomastown Secondary
College hosted our first flagisingceremony

ran by our junior school forum members.
Students and teachers alike all joined together
to acknowledge the aboriginal and Torres Strait
islander people as the original custodians of our
land. We are grateful to everyone who

attended and hope wean host more events

like this in the future.

Anthony G Year 8 forum

T T T T v v——
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District AthleticEarnival

On Friday 22 May, a number of our students proudly represented the school at the District Athletics Carnival,
competing in a range of track and field events against the other local schools in the area.

All students demonstrated excellent sportsmanship, determination and enthusiasm throughout the day, giving
their best effort in every event they participated in. We are thrilled to share that every student received a ribbon
for their achievementg a fantastic accomplishment and a reflection of their hard work and positive attitude.

Congratulationgo the students who placed first in their events and have now qualified to progress to the Regional
Athletics Carnival later in the year. We are incredibly proud of all students who represented our school so well.
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Our Services

School Canteen Menu Term 2

SEE BOARD IN CANTEEN FOR
DAILY LUNCH SPECIAL
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Student Photo PermissiomsCompass

tfSIFAaS OKSO1l FyYyR dzLJRIFGS 22dzNJ OKAf RQA LIK2G2 LISNXA&ES
If you need help, please contact the school office.

afFAm e

Lost Property
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