
  

  
80-96 Main Street, Thomastown VIC 3074 
www.thomassc.vic.edu.au 

PH (03) 9465 0844 
E thomastown.sc@education.vic.gov.au 

 

  

Principal’s Message 
 

Dear parents and carers 

…and just like that we reach the end of Term 1… 

We welcomed 64 Year 7 and many other new Year 8-12 students 
to our school on day one, to begin what we hope is a successful 
and fulfilling secondary schooling at Thomastown.  

Under our new single year level structure, students met their 
Form group teachers, Year Level Managers and Assistant 
Principals at respective Year 7-9 and Year 10-12 assemblies. 
Leonie addressed the students prior to beginning her long service 
leave. I then replaced Leonie as Acting Principal. It has been a 
rewarding term for me, as a new staff member to the school, to 
get to know our community. 

Each week of Term 1 saw our staff delivering exciting, 
redeveloped curriculum with new teaching and assessment 
practices in action every day. This new style of learning at 
Thomastown will place our students in a great position to achieve 
their goals.  

The Athletics Carnival was a tremendous show of student abilities 
on the track and in the field. Year 12 students turned heads with 
fabulous outfits that brought a festive feel to the occasion. 
Buoyed by this, the Year 12 students defeated the staff in the 4 x 
100m relay! 

Harmony Week saw students and staff wearing cultural dress to 
school and our assembly at lunchtime reflected our amazing 
community makeup. Memorable performances engaged the 
audience and highlighted the 15 plus cultural and language 
backgrounds of our 428 students.  
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Thomastown Secondary College 

Newsletter 

 

Dates to Remember 

April 

28 Year 7 2027 Open Night 

May 

15 Curriculum day – no classes 

June 

02-04 Year 10-12 exams 

08 Public Holiday 

09 VCE Units 2 and 4 begin 

15-26 Year 10 Work Experience 

16 General Achievement Test 

18 Curriculum day – no classes 

July 

30 Curriculum day – no classes 

September 

15 Parent Teacher Student    

Conferences – no classes 

2026 Term Dates 

Term 2 

20 April–26 June 

Term 3 

13 July–18 September 

Term 4 

5 October–18 December 
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At the Annual Public meeting and first School Council meeting earlier this week, we laid the foundation for work 
together over the next two years of Council.  

Within the categories, our Councillors are:  

Student Parent Community 

Naveen Sakthivel 

Shehani Wijesinghe 

Lena Lazorovska 

Mai El Salloum 

Maha Hassan 

Katherine Chea - Alumni  

Carly McCartin - Thomastown Library 

 

 

School employee Councillors are Nadia Jaffer, Ivana Jovanovski, Pooja Khanna, David Smith and myself.  

On behalf of the school community, I’d like to thank outgoing School Council Vice President, Stevan Kozmevski, and 
President, Shane Burke, for their voluntary work and commitment to school improvement. Thanks also to Kelly El-
Jarid and Janelle Saracino.  

Thank you to those parents/carers able to attend Parent Teacher Student Conferences this week.  These sessions 
are an opportunity to discuss your child’s Progress Report, in new format, including attendance to class and our 
four key Areas of Assessment. If you were unable to attend this event, please prioritise this in Semester 2. Any 
opportunity to speak with your child’s teachers is vital and will improve your child’s learning outcomes as an 
effective teacher/parent partnership equates to improved student outcomes. 

I will continue as Acting Principal in Term 2 and look forward to meeting more parents and community members. 
You can find me at the gate most days either before or after school and hope you will take the chance to say hello. 

 

Safe holidays everyone… 

 

Karen Anderson 

Acting Principal 
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School Leader Message 

Meet the leadership team  

Karen Anderson                               
Acting Principal 

David Smith                                
Assistant Principal                  

Engagement & Wellbeing  

Pooja Khanna                                   
Acting Assistant Principal                          

Teaching & Learning 

Emil Atanasov                               
School Operations Leader 

 Julie George                                 
Assistant Principal                         

Junior School 

Stephanie Boyes                                                                       
Assistant Principal 

Senior School 

Kylie Villella                               
Leading Teacher      

Curriculum 

Emily Wood                                
Leading Teacher       

Pedagogy & Practice 

Mara Rosenkrantz                               
Leading Teacher               

Assessment 

Michelle Brubacher                               
Leading Teacher             

Student Wellbeing  
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Meet the Form Group Teachers – Junior School 

 

 

Meet the Form Group Teachers – Senior School 

 

Year 7 Level Manager Year 7 Form Group Teachers 

Labrini Karatzikos 
Hazemin Catallo 
John Newton 
Kylie Villella 

Year 8 Level Manager Year 8 Form Group Teachers 

Magda Georgy 

Andy Sopali 
Cathie Avraam 
Labrini Karatzikos 
Mara Rozenkrantz 

Year 9 Level Manager Year 9 Form Group Teachers 

Ashley Jovanovski 
Ashley Jovanovski 
Joanne Cullia 
Lube Trajkovski 

Year 10 Level Manager Year 10 Form Group Teachers 

Ivana Jovanovski 

 

Chantelle Bakersmith 
Clint Youlden 
Deanna Tornatora 

Year 11 Level Manager Year 11 Form Group Teachers 

Lorraine McInerney 
Luis Duncan 
Robert Wedig 
Tony Sgambati 

Year 12 Level Manager Year 12 Form Group Teachers 

Michael Lane 
Emily Wood 
Michael Lane 
Vince Fontana 
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Learning  

National Gallery Excursion 

Year 11 and 12 VCE Art Creative Practice students recently attended a subsidised excursion to the National Gallery 
of Victoria. During their visit, they explored the Top Arts 2026 exhibition and participated in a folio viewing 
session. This was an incredibly valuable experience, providing students with the opportunity to engage with 
outstanding work from across Victoria and gain inspiration for their own art creating processes. Students explored 
a range of themes, including Self as Story, Here and Now, Everyday Moments, Ways of Seeing, and Living 
Landscapes, across diverse art practices, deepening both their technical skills and conceptual understanding. 
  
A highlight of the excursion was the folio viewing and discussion session, where students examined real folio 
examples. Seeing how materials and techniques are applied in real contexts offered meaningful insight, supporting 
students to develop greater confidence in their own creative processes. 
  
Students also attended a gallery talk and visited the exhibition Women Photographers 1900–1975: A Legacy of 
Light. This exhibition showcased pioneering women photographers and highlighted their significant contributions 
to the development of photography during the twentieth century. Through a diverse range of photographic styles 
and subject matter, students explored themes of identity, documentation, and social change, while gaining insight 
into how historical and cultural contexts shape artistic practice. The gallery talk further supported students in 
understanding the role of photography as both an artistic and documentary medium. 
  
We look forward to seeing the exciting work our VCE students will produce throughout the year.  
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Year 12 Legal Excursion 

The year 12 legal students had a wonderful time on the excursion to the Supreme Court in February. Students were 

lucky enough to spend 45 minutes with Supreme Court Justice Orr, who spoke about attending a low socio-

economic school in Queensland where only a dozen student from her cohort went on to university. She spoke to 

them about not letting circumstances dictate their future and the importance of persistence and working 

hard.  Yalda and Ahura led the charge of curious questions and all the students walked away in complete awe of 

Justice Orr. We were lucky enough to sit in on the opening day of a murder retrial and we are now following that 

case in class. My favourite part was when the judge and defence prosecutor used terms I've been teaching them in 

class and all the students in the gallery were looking at me mouthing "you taught us this!" It was an invaluable 

experience for students to connect in class learning too real-life experience.  

Ashley Jovanovski 
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ABCN- FOCUS Excursion   

On Wednesday the 4th of March a group of year 10 and 11 females participated in the FOCUS program run by 
ABCN.  

The Focus program aims to provide young women with the essential leadership skills they need to engage in a 
successful, meaningful career. The program addresses the underrepresentation of women in the Australian 
workforce. It is designed to support young women to develop their leadership skills, aspire to senior roles in 
business and the community, and foster a sense of self-belief that will encourage them to aim high. 

The program was held at TAL in the city, where a few of their female employees gave up their afternoon to mentor 
and chat with students from Thomastown Secondary College. Employees shared their own career journeys and 
challenges to help students consider a range of different career options for the future. 
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VCE Biology Unit 1 

Students in Year 11 Biology participated in a rat dissection at the end of term 1. They explored the 
interconnectivity of organ systems including the circulatory system, respiratory system, digestive system and 
reproductive systems. Many students expressed excitement that they were able to apply what they learned in the 
Lab Skills elective from year 10 and expand their dissection skills into new areas. “It helps me understand the 
anatomy in a bigger perspective because we are able to learn in more depth and see the organs clearly.” says 
Aggelos Patrikakos. “Yes it helps us learn visually,” agrees Henad Daghistani. They look forward to future learning 
opportunities like this one. 
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Year 8 Drama Excursion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 5th of March, the Year 8 
Drama classes went to Arts Centre 
Melbourne. The students started 
off by doing a 2 hour workshop on 
building a character – they 
particularly enjoyed using costume 
pieces to inspire their work. After a 
quick lunch break, the students 
were then taken on a tour around 
the Arts Centre Melbourne, from 
the Spire and Hamer Hall, to the 
seeing different areas of the 
theatre stage to the luxurious 
Truscott Lounge where VIPs and 
the late Princess Diana once 
walked. The students had a lot of 
interesting 
questions regarding how theatres 
work and how they were built. 
They even had an opportunity to 
wear some of the costumes worn 
by actual actors.   

 

Hazemin Catallo, Drama teacher 
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Primary Science Week 

In Week 9 Term 1, we welcomed Grades 5s and 6s from Thomastown East, Lalor Gardens, 
Thomastown Meadows and Thomastown Primary Schools for Primary Science Week of 2026. During their time at 
TSC, they got to be pirates, solving clues to unlock a chest of treasure that they could take home. These included 
figuring out the pH of chemicals, identify specimens under a microscope and identifying rocks. They also became 
STEAM engineers, investigating the effects blade length and time spent in the air. By the end of their time at TSC, 
the Grades 5s and 6s got to take home a show bag.   

This was also an opportunity for Year 9s and 10s to showcase their leadership skills and enhance their scientific and 
communication skills, as they helped the primary school students with their tasks. Thank you to everyone 
who participated, staff and students, to help make another Primary Science Week a success.  

Hazemin Catallo, Science Coordinator 
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District Volleyball 

Monday the 23rd of March saw the MID boys and girls Volleyball teams head to the district competition at 
Diamond Valley sports stadium. 

Students have had the opportunity to practice during lunchtime once per week, during PE lessons and afterschool 
if they attend the ECA. 

It appears the extra practice is paying off as we had both teams win their pool and qualify for the grand finale. The 
boys were only sporting 4 MID students and had 3 juniors join so they could form a team. Unfortunately, the boys 
lost by 1 point in the final to Mernda Central, who are over twice the size of our school, but it’s a great sign for the 
school and the PE program. 

The girls had some better news as they took out the final against Mill Park. They had some close battles on the day 
with Hazel Glen and Epping but managed to hold their composure to win the day and move onto the division final 
later in the year. 

A huge congratulations to both teams and proof that practice is paying off for TSC against some much larger 
schools than ours. 
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. 

Upcoming Event – Astronomy Night 

Astronomy night is a highly anticipated event and a great opportunity to explore the wonders of the universe. 
Previously, students have learnt about the different cultural significances of different celestial objects and using the 
SkyView app to find and identify different objects in the sky as they appear. This year, it will be running again in 
Term 2 and 3 this year and will be open to all students. They will be able to enjoy free pizza and drinks while 
stargazing through a telescope provided by the University of Melbourne’s Telescope in School’s Program. Watch 
this space!  

Hazemin Catallo, Astronomy Night Coordinator  

 

GEN- STEM Find Your Purpose Excursion   

On March 25, the Gen-Stem students from Thomastown Secondary College participated in the Find Your Purpose 
program, an initiative developed in collaboration with The Purpose Project to support young people in exploring 
their future pathways. The program provided valuable opportunities to work with professional mentors, helping 
students better understand their strengths, values, and aspirations. Throughout the day, students engaged 
enthusiastically in activities designed to build confidence and reduce anxiety about post-school plans. The 
experience was highly positive, with students enjoying the chance to reflect on their goals and feel more 
empowered about their future, with many leaving the program feeling motivated and excited to take action on 
their career journeys.  
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Preservice Teacher Experience 

 
I have had the privilege of completing my preservice teaching placement at Thomastown Secondary College from 
March 13th to April 2nd. From the beginning, I was met with tremendous support from my mentor and the 
welcoming faculty, all of whom contributed to an invaluable and enriching experience. 
I had the opportunity to teach one of the Year 8 Art classes over my time here. We focused on learning about 
communication design as we created album covers for our favourite artists. During this task, students were not 
only engaged but delightful to work with and get to know. I felt lucky to be welcomed into such a warm and 
inclusive school environment. 

 
Beyond the classroom, I was able to attend the Year 11 and 12 excursion to the NGV and Ian Potter Centre, as well 
as watch a Pacifika dance practice class. These experiences were among the many memorable moments that made 
my time at the school so special. 

 
My placement at Thomastown Secondary College has significantly enriched 
my teaching practice, and I am deeply grateful for the opportunity to have 
been part of such a vibrant school community. 

Olaide Omidiora 
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Wellbeing 

Meet the Wellbeing Team 
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Wellbeing Support over the School Holidays 

 
Kids Helpline 
Free phone or online counselling, 24/7 
https://kidshelpline.com.au/   
1800 55 1800 
 
Headspace 
headspace is Australia’s National Youth Mental Health Foundation, providing early intervention mental health 
services to 12-25 year olds in headspace centres and through online and phone counselling services. 
https://headspace.org.au/  
Local centres: 
Headspace Greensborough – 9433 7200 
Headspace Plenty Valley – 9938 1940 
 
Whittlesea Youth Services 
Take part in events, program, workshops and activities throughout the year 
 
EDGE Youth Services 
Shop MM1, Westfield Plenty Valley 
415 McDonalds Road, Mill Park 
https://www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/Things-to-see-and-do/Events/Events-
calendar?dlv_OC%20CL%20Public%20Events%20Listing=(pageindex=3)  
Phone: 03 9217 2170 and ask to speak with a Youth Development Officer 
Email: youth@whittlesea.vic.gov.au 
Instagram: @cityofwhittleseayouth 
 
The Orange Door  
Help for people who are experiencing or using family violence who need support with the care and wellbeing of 
children and young people 
https://www.orangedoor.vic.gov.au/    
The Orange Door Epping & Heidelberg – 1800 319 355 
 
Rainbow Door 
Rainbow Door is a free service for the LGBTIQA+ community 
https://www.rainbowdoor.org.au/  
1800 729 367 
 
Yarning Safe ‘N’ Strong 
A free and confidential counselling service for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples 
https://www.vahs.org.au/yarning-safenstrong/  
1800 959 563 
 
1800 Respect  
National Domestic Family and Sexual Violence Counselling Service 
https://1800respect.org.au/  
1800 737 732 
 
Have a safe and restful school holiday break and look forward to seeing you back in Term 2! 
 
Michelle, Amy and Claire 
Thomastown Wellbeing Team 

https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/EDGE+Youth+Services/@-37.6504428,145.0699511,15z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x6ad649678a8d1dc3:0xa63babd0c60c5ce4!8m2!3d-37.6504428!4d145.0699511!16s%2Fg%2F11b88mpht8?entry=ttu
https://www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/Things-to-see-and-do/Events/Events-calendar?dlv_OC%20CL%20Public%20Events%20Listing=(pageindex=3)
https://www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/Things-to-see-and-do/Events/Events-calendar?dlv_OC%20CL%20Public%20Events%20Listing=(pageindex=3)
tel:0392172170
mailto:
https://www.instagram.com/cityofwhittleseayouth
https://www.orangedoor.vic.gov.au/
https://www.rainbowdoor.org.au/
https://www.vahs.org.au/yarning-safenstrong/
https://1800respect.org.au/
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Karaoke and Board Games Club  

Karaoke and Board Games Club has been running every Thursday at lunchtime. Students from all year levels have 
been highly engaged singing their favourite songs and building bonds. Students have also played a range of Board 
Games to have fun and form connections. This has been a safe and inclusive space where everyone is free to be 
who they are and express themselves.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEAM lab 

STEAM Lab is a weekly lunchtime club open to all students who want to explore hands-on projects in science, 
technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics. We focus on building creativity, problem-solving skills and 
teamwork through fun, practical challenges. Students have created original video games, competed in engineering 
design challenges and attended STEM conferences. They collaborate, innovate and build real-world problem-
solving skills in a supportive, future-focused environment. 

Chess and Board Games Club coming in term 2  
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Pasefika roots program 

 

This term our Thomastown secondary College Pasefika students had the opportunity to be part of a roots program 
run by the amazing Ala Mai youth workers. The program ran fortnightly and during these sessions, students were 
able to explore different cultures within the Pasefika community and embrace their heritage and traditions. As part 
of this program some students were also able to attend a session with the Victorian youth minister to express how 
they feel being Pasefika in the Thomastown community and the experience that had being part of this program. 
The program concluded with an amazing lunch with families who were able to attend and witness the wonderful 
dance that they had all learned together. In addition, the group was also able to perform the dance in front of the 
whole school. This was an amazing experience for all involved including the wider school community who also 
learned how to perform the Sasa and hear the magical voices of Ala Mai. All students involved in the different parts 
of the program should be very proud of their involvement and we look forward to seeing what our Pasefika 
students do next. 

Natalie Studwick 
School Nurse 
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Acknowledgement and Celebration 

2025 School DUX and Alumni awards 

Congratulations to our 2025 DUX Shivaagumi Johar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2025 School Alumni awards 

 We would like to recognize other high achievers from our 2025 Year 12 cohort.  

 

 

• Alumni Inspiration Awards 

Tara Mermi  
Pierre Nasser 

• Australian Defence Force Long Tan Leadership and Teamwork Award 

Faala Sagaga  

• Australian Defence Force Future Innovators Award  

Patrick Lam  

• Scullin Skilled Future Awards 

Tiarna Barnes 
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Quantum Victoria PrintAcar competition winners 

 

Thomastown Secondary College has participated for four 
years running in the Quantum Victoria 3D Print-A-Car 
Challenge. Students designed and 3D-printed miniature race 
cars. They document their learning in a digital portfolio as 
they research the physics of car design and test their 
materials. The cars are then raced on a miniature racetrack 
using a wire for guidance and compressed gas cylinders for 
power. In 2025, Team Neutrinos took out the overall win in 
the secondary category and earned a 3D printer for the 
school! 

 

My name is Naveen SAKTHIVEL, and I am a year 10 student here at TSC. Last year I competed in Quantum Victoria’s 
PrintAcar competition as project manager for team Neutrinos. Not only did my team compete, but we won as state 
champions and earned a brand new 3d printer for our school by successfully achieving 99% marks for our team 
portfolio and producing one of the fastest cars that our school has ever raced. Our team sacrificed many hours of 
dedication to complete our portfolio, which in total contains 21 slides explaining our car, our team, our process, 
our physics, and our inspiration. To create our car, we had to design it using a 3d modelling software, print it using 
a 3d slicing software, smooth it with a nail buffer, sand it, and additionally dip it in a polish to obtain our desired 
smooth surface. Through this experience, I have learned many valuable skills, such as teamwork, time 
management, leadership, professional writing, photography, resilience, creative thinking, communication, and the 
ability to set and win goals on time. I loved participating in this state-wide competition as I enjoyed working with 
my team to in ambition to winning this challenge.  

 

My name is Sohung, and my experience with this competition has been unforgettable. It started by pure 

coincidence; if we hadn’t had our STEAM teacher as a substitute for our normal class, we never would have 

experienced the thrill of becoming state champions. Through blood, sweat, and tears, my teammate and I tackled a 

four-person job as two ambitious individuals in 2024. We made many memories along the way, strengthening our 

relationships with our mentors: both teachers and past competitors. 

 Although we made it through the qualifiers that year, I wasn’t satisfied. By some miracle, our car only managed to 

race on the third attempt after crashing the first two. The finals went much better; we successfully navigated all 

trials and earned a spot on the podium. Even though we didn’t win the top prize then, the experience was 

invaluable for my future. 

 At the start of 2025, we realized we wanted more: we wanted to become state champions representing our 

school. We assembled a "golden trio" of multi-talented students to chase that winning placement. After countless 

hours of hard work—often sacrificing our class time to focus on the project—we produced a stylish car and a 

complex portfolio. We breezed through the qualifiers with nearly full marks and the fastest car of the day. 

 When the finals arrived, we were nervous but excited because we knew we had a real chance. The day went by in 

a blink of an eye, and before we knew it, we had won! We took home most of the awards, including Best Portfolio 

and Fastest Reaction Time, but most importantly, we were the Outright Winners. I will never forget the joy of that 

announcement; it made every moment of tireless problem-solving worth it. I loved being a vital part of the 2025 

PrintACar challenge as the Design Engineer, and I truly enjoyed working with my team to achieve this victory. 
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I didn’t expect my first year in Quantum’s “Print a Car” season to unfold the way it did. As the information 

specialist for Team Neutrinos, I quickly found my role in a talented squad of teammates and teachers. As they 

previously had competed in quantum’s print a car challenge in 2024, they have the right experience and knowledge 

to help us achieve the next step in Quantum’s Print-A-Car. A state championship. During qualifiers, a data-driven 

team and countless of work was put to good use, as ended up smashing the competition by a fair margin. not 

only did we have a a monumental car that achieved the fastest time of the day but also were able to produce a 

complex and intriguing portfolio that caught many people’s eyes. We were ecstatic, but we knew the job was not 

done yet. Heading into the finals, the pressure increased and the competition was tougher, but we remained calm 

and trusted our process, making informed decisions instead of rushed ones. We spent many sessions refining 

and improving our car and portfolio, making sure not mistake was unfortunately left unturned, and come final 

day on the 28th of November 2025, we could just not believe our eyes. Absolute domination. Not only did we win 

the overall winners award, but we also achieved the best portfolio and fastest reaction time. It was like a dream 

come true. In the end, Winning the state championship in my first year was an unforgettable achievement, and it 

would have not been done without the dedication of my teammates, teachers, and the sheer drive we had to 

achieve victory.  

Dylan Nikolovski 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Schools Constitutional Convention 
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Sanaa Belhaj was among 113 Year 11 and 12 students from around Australia 
attending the 31st National Schools Constitutional Convention (NSCC). This 
convention was held from Tuesday 24 March to Thursday 26 March 2026 at the 
Museum of Australian Democracy at Old Parliament House, Canberra.  

 The aim of the program was to provide senior students with an opportunity to 
become better informed about how Australia’s Constitution provides a democratic 
framework and encourage them to take an active interest in the operation of 
government.  The topic for the 2026 Convention was, ‘Should Section 53 of the 
Constitution be amended to prevent the Senate from blocking supply (rejecting 
money bills)?’. 

During the 2 days, students heard from experts, debated the main issues relating to the topic and voted in a mock 
referendum conducted by the Australian Electoral Commission. The program included a visit to the Parliament 
House, a meeting with the Governor-General, Her Excellency the Honourable Ms Sam Mostyn AC at Government 
House, and a dinner at the National Press Club of Australia.  

As a national delegate, Sanaa was selected from hundreds of students from government, independent and catholic 
schools, most of whom took part in feeder conventions in their home state or territory.  

 

International Women’s Day  

 

The library was buzzing with creativity as we 
celebrated International Women’s Day with a range 
of fun, hands-on activities during the lunch break. 
Students could make a friendship bracelet or a 
colourful pom-pom using the traditional 
International Women’s Day colours—white, purple 
and green. A badge-making station was also set up, 
giving everyone the chance to make their own 
commemorative badge. 

For those who preferred a quieter activity, there 
were colouring pages available, along with a special 
book display featuring stories and biographies of 
inspirational women. It was a wonderful celebration 
of creativity, empowerment, and the remarkable 
achievements of women around the world. 

 

 

 

Harmony Week in the Library 
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Orange, the colour of Harmony Week and a symbol of respect, 
inclusion, and a sense of belonging, filled the library as we 
celebrated with a vibrant range of lunchtime activities. Students 
enjoyed making origami, solving a giant Harmony Week crossword, 
and taking part in a hand-painting activity that represented unity 
across cultures. They also had the chance to colour Harmony Week 
–themed bracelets, create their own badges, and even learn to sign 
their names in Australian Sign Language (AUSLAN). 

Around the library, several colourful book displays highlighted 
stories, traditions, and voices from many different cultures. These 
displays invited students to explore the rich diversity within our 
community and beyond—through folktales, biographies, picture 
books, and novels that celebrate heritage, identity, and belonging. 

 

 

One particularly popular display showcased recipe books from around the world, offering a delightful look at the 
flavours and food traditions that connect people across cultures. This display was beautifully complemented by an 
outstanding collection of student-created artwork. Students illustrated their own favourite cultural dishes in 
vibrant detail, creating a stunning artistic display.  Their work featured recipes for foods such as kibbeh, arroz con 
leche, banh mi, tanghulu, tabbouleh, and kokis, among many others—each one reflecting a piece of their family 
stories and cultural pride. The display is a wonderful celebration of the diverse backgrounds that enrich our school 
community every day.  
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Athletics Carnival 

Thomastown Secondary College has had its school athletics during Term 1 every year. This year’s athletics carnival 
was slightly different as students competed within the Junior and Senior schools. Many students competed in 
events that included discuss, shot put, long jump and high jump, as well as the track events such as 100-meter 
sprints. The year 12 students also had the opportunity to dress up in costume to celebrate their last year of school 
athletics. To complete the amazing day, we held a student versus teachers relay race with the students being 
victorious over the teachers. Great work everyone. 
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Our Services 
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Community  

Neighbourhood house 

 

Textile and craft Maker space at Thomastown Library 

This Maker Space consists of a range of tools and technologies supported by courses, events, and workshops to 
enable individuals and groups to learn new skills and advance their knowledge in clothing, embroidery, knitting, 
weaving, and paper crafts. A range of specialist equipment is available, including sewing machines, overlockers, 
sewing accessory kits, a leather working kit, embroidery hoops, weaving looms, tool kits and paper making 
supplies.  

As part of the Textile and Craft Maker Space, there are regular programs running for users to participate in, 
including Sew, Chat and Repair and Sew, Knit and Craft. Users must complete safety inductions prior to using 
sewing machines and overlockers. Call Thomastown Library to book your induction today.  

Textile & Craft Maker Space at Thomastown Library 

 

https://www.yprl.vic.gov.au/explore/maker-spaces/textile-craft-maker-space/
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Thomastown Library 

The Thomastown Library will be reopening on Tuesday 24th April. It is located next door to TRAC (Thomastown 
Recreation and Aquatic Centre). 

What’s on at the Thomastown library in May and June 

May   

Craft and Book Discussion with Author Kate Solly  

Saturday 2nd May 2026  

2.00pm-3.00pm  

 Craft and Book Discussion with Author Kate Solly | Yarra Plenty Regional Library  

Kate Solly is a writer, mother of six and really quite good at getting the bubbles out of plastic book wrap. While 
most of her time is spent finding lost shoes and investigating what's making the car smell bad, Kate frequently 
escapes to write entertaining things. She has penned many articles, columns and reviews for various publications 
and is the author of Tuesday Evenings with the Copeton Craft Resistance, The Paradise Heights Craft Store Stitch-
Up and her newest book, The Paradise Heights Miniature Railway Bust-Up. When she is not writing, she enjoys 
starting crochet projects and never finishing them. 

Kate Solly will be at Thomastown Library to discuss her latest book and share some craft. A craft project will be 
available, or you are welcome to bring something you are working on. 

Hand Embroidery Basics  

Saturday 16th May 2026  

12.00pm-2.00pm  

 Hand Embroidery Basics | Yarra Plenty Regional Library  

In this hands-on session, you’ll learn a range of basic embroidery stitches and how to use them to add texture, 
detail, and personality to fabric. Working with rescued threads, you’ll explore how simple stitches can be used for 
decoration, repair, or creative expression. 

Learn how to: 

* Master a selection of foundational embroidery stitches 

* Work with colour and texture using reclaimed threads 

* Add decorative details or personalise textiles 

* Use embroidery as a tool for repair and creative reuse 

By the end of the session, you’ll have a stitched sample or small piece to take home, along with the skills to 
continue your embroidery journey. All materials provided. Borrow one of our hoops and continue your learning at 
home.  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyprl.spydus.com%2Fcgi-bin%2Fspydus.exe%2FENQ%2FOPAC%2FEVSESENQ%3FSETLVL%3D%26RNI%3D1767157&data=05%7C02%7Cleonie.magnuson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C16a123a495de44834fee08de8f98f5f6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639106084345530189%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jNZ2Efx2laIiAnfpEXnMhPSeJO6HoicI8qFHufL%2FSzk%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyprl.spydus.com%2Fcgi-bin%2Fspydus.exe%2FENQ%2FOPAC%2FWRKENQ%3FSETLVL%3D%26IRN%3D32812783%26ISGLB%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Cleonie.magnuson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C16a123a495de44834fee08de8f98f5f6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639106084345552557%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dw8SqDMIKUhW4B9WCOfYhkg7NFQ4R2utube5sJFCu0A%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyprl.spydus.com%2Fcgi-bin%2Fspydus.exe%2FENQ%2FOPAC%2FWRKENQ%3FSETLVL%3D%26IRN%3D33195968%26ISGLB%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Cleonie.magnuson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C16a123a495de44834fee08de8f98f5f6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639106084345572024%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=29R2%2BxdYxTk87wbharyrykgln4tcBT0cslATy9Oqhe8%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyprl.spydus.com%2Fcgi-bin%2Fspydus.exe%2FENQ%2FOPAC%2FWRKENQ%3FSETLVL%3D%26IRN%3D33195968%26ISGLB%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Cleonie.magnuson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C16a123a495de44834fee08de8f98f5f6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639106084345572024%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=29R2%2BxdYxTk87wbharyrykgln4tcBT0cslATy9Oqhe8%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyprl.spydus.com%2Fcgi-bin%2Fspydus.exe%2FENQ%2FOPAC%2FWRKENQ%3FSETLVL%3D%26IRN%3D33059991%26ISGLB%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Cleonie.magnuson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C16a123a495de44834fee08de8f98f5f6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639106084345591922%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s3SvIGpEcQd4SvMOsC3rfonvW%2B0iFLvh%2BYr0Fg7gt38%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyprl.spydus.com%2Fcgi-bin%2Fspydus.exe%2FENQ%2FOPAC%2FEVSESENQ%3FSETLVL%3D%26RNI%3D1787194&data=05%7C02%7Cleonie.magnuson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C16a123a495de44834fee08de8f98f5f6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639106084345615423%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BNEt%2BpR6LdW73lxhDbZgM%2BgUTQjcM6Koc3MYCwoJU5M%3D&reserved=0
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Boosting Your Immune System  

Saturday 30th May 2026  

12.00pm-1.00pm  

20 people  

 Boosting Your Immune System | Yarra Plenty Regional Library  

Join Nutritionist Beck O’Farrell from Big Bowl of Happy for this super fun and interactive workshop. 

Learn about the importance of plant-based diet and which plants and nutrients are particularly fundamental to 
good immune health. 

Learn about how to support yours and your family's immune systems through the colds and flu season this winter. 

We will also learn how to make a quick tonic or two to help with easing sinus sniffles and coughs that are super 
effective and cheap and easy to make at home. 

June  

Future Proof Skills in an AI world   

Saturday 13th June   

12.00pm-1.30pm   

 Future-Proof Skills in an AI World | Yarra Plenty Regional Library  

According to the World Economic Forum’s latest Future of Jobs Report 2025, a staggering 41% of companies 
worldwide plan to cut their workforce by 2030 in favour of artificial intelligence (AI).  

If you’re witnessing firsthand how AI is reshaping the job market – through self-driving cars, smart legal tools, 
automated checkouts, AI-generated content, and even AI tutors – you are not alone. 

Join Dr Yen Dan Tong for this presentation about AI and AI products and how AI is shaping future jobs and work, 
our kid’s work future and the skills that we all can't afford to lose. 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyprl.spydus.com%2Fcgi-bin%2Fspydus.exe%2FENQ%2FOPAC%2FEVSESENQ%3FSETLVL%3D%26RNI%3D1779045&data=05%7C02%7Cleonie.magnuson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C16a123a495de44834fee08de8f98f5f6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639106084345635479%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w4Jc%2BrQLO4SPEJVlIwsOcJeZhZ0nlVGTQt99KB%2BauPw%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbigbowlofhappy.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cleonie.magnuson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C16a123a495de44834fee08de8f98f5f6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639106084345654780%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1r7W7ZxzJPD54eKvMP1M5pLILXbVN%2Bb8QUWMF4f6mpU%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyprl.spydus.com%2Fcgi-bin%2Fspydus.exe%2FENQ%2FOPAC%2FEVSESENQ%3FSETLVL%3D%26RNI%3D1776342&data=05%7C02%7Cleonie.magnuson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C16a123a495de44834fee08de8f98f5f6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639106084345673601%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JlxT%2FGElzZgLT%2FmKUBYOgv0nLXYkO%2B8EoYMU87IWNsA%3D&reserved=0

