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Thomastown Secondary College 

Student Dress Code 

 

 PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Student Dress Code is to outline Thomastown Secondary College’s requirements for 
student dress and appearance and to provide information about uniform purchase and support, dress code 
implementation and exemption processes.  

This dress code has been developed by Thomastown Secondary College’s School Council in consultation 
with our school community and College Student Representative Council to ensure that it respects the 
rights of individual students, reflects the values and interests of our community.  

The Student Dress Code aims to: 

• create a sense of identity, community and pride within our school community 

• support Thomastown Secondary College’s commitment to ensuring that our students feel equal 

• provide choice for students  

• ensure that our students are dressed safely and appropriately for school activities  

• reduce student competition on the basis of clothing 

• cater for the financial constraints of families 

• enhance the profile and identity of the school and its students within the wider community.   

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

Thomastown Secondary College is a full uniform school. It is an important security issue that all students 

are clearly identified by full College uniform.  

The College Council sets the Dress Code and Uniform requirements and the Principal and staff are 

required to implement it.  

Students are responsible for ensuring that they wear full and correct uniform at all times. 

The College expects the cooperation of parents in maintaining a high standard of neatness and conformity 

with the dress code as well as in general appearance.  

Items must be official Thomastown Secondary College wear, as displayed and sold in the uniform shop or 

equivalent items. 

SCOPE 

Students are expected to comply with this Student Dress Code while traveling to and from school, during 
school hours and when attending school activities and excursions. 

Students who have not followed the dress code will not be permitted to attend excursions. 
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Specific exemptions to the dress code will be notified in writing to students and families. 

UNIFORM  

Uniforms must be clean and in good repair 

Students will wear the correct college uniform per College Council Uniform Policy. Students may wear a 

short or long sleeved plain white t-shirt under their uniform. This t-shirt may be visible under short sleeved 

shirts or dress. Additional layers of clothing may be worn underneath the uniform for added warmth, 

provided these are completely hidden. 

The length of the College dress and skirt must be an acceptable length.  

Plain white or black head scarves or other head coverings for religious reasons are acceptable. 

Full sport uniform, including plain black runners, is to be worn during sport or PE classes. The sport uniform 

is only to be worn during these classes; it is not to be worn during recess or in classes other than PE. White 

or black socks are to be worn with the Sport Uniform The sport top is not to be worn under the shirt, dress 

or blouse during class time. 

Non-uniform clothing items will not be allowed as an alternative uniform, under any circumstances. 

Thomastown Secondary College’s compulsory school uniform items are listed in Appendix A to this 

policy. 

APPEARANCE 

Ear piercing is permitted and limited to one pair of small sleepers or studs. A small, unobtrusive nose stud 

is permitted. No other facial or body piercing is permitted. 

Multi coloured or unnatural hair colours or extreme hairstyles are not permitted. Hair accessories must be 

white or black. 

Tattoos must not be visible. 

Fingernail extensions and eyelash extensions are not permitted. 

Make-up is discouraged and if worn must be natural and minimal. 

SAFETY 

Long hair should be tied back in practical Technology, Science and Sport lessons for safety reasons 

Jewellery, nails, hair accessories and similar items that interfere with students’ ability to engage with school 

activities safely and fully are not permitted. 

PURCHASE OF UNIFORMS 

Uniform items can be purchased from the Uniform Shop at school or ordered online. Opening hours of 
the shop and details of online ordering are available from the main office. 

The School Council has considered affordability in the development of this dress code. However, if you are 
facing difficulty meeting uniform costs, please contact the college Principal or your child’s Home Group 
teacher to discuss support that we may be able to provide. 
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IMPLEMENTATION 

If a student is not able to wear complete uniform for a brief period, parents must provide a note stating the 

reason and anticipated time the student will be out of uniform. Notes must be presented to the student’s 

Home Group teacher or Unit Leader at least 10 minutes before morning assembly. 

If the student is unable to wear the complete uniform for a brief period of time, a complete alternate 

uniform, either the winter/summer uniform or the sport uniform must be worn. 

NON-COMPLIANCE 

Students who are out of uniform and who have the required items at school, will be instructed to change 
and will be issued a detention. Students out of uniform, who do not have the items at school, will be 
managed according to the Thomastown Secondary College Code of Behaviour.  

Students in Years 11 and 12, who are out of uniform, will be sent home to change after contact with the 
parent or carer of that student.  

If a student has a facial or body piercing that is not permitted by this policy, they will be instructed to remove 
it. If they do not do so, their parent or guardian will be contacted and the student sent home. 

If a student has a hair colour or style that is not permitted by this policy, they will be given a period that 
covers one weekend in which the student is to make arrangements to ensure their hair style or colour 
complies with this policy. If the student’s hair style or colour does not comply with this policy after that 
period of time, their parents will be contacted and the student sent home until such a time as the student’s 
hair colour complies with the Uniform Policy.  

In this case, ongoing work will be provided to the student for the duration of their absence. 

If a student breaches the Dress Code on a recurring basis, the student’s Home Group teacher or Unit Leader 
will contact the student’s parents or guardians to discuss how to support compliance with the Code. 

VARIATIONS 

Students and their parents or carers may apply either in writing or in person to the Principal for a variation 

to this Student Dress Code if:  

• an aspect of this code prevents the student from complying with a requirement of their religious, 
ethnic or cultural beliefs or background 

• the student has a particular disability or health condition that requires a departure from the dress 
code  

When the Principal receives a request for a variation, they will: 

• consider the grounds for the variation request  

• explain the process to the student and/or their parents/carers 

• encourage the student and/or their parents/carers to support their application with evidence.  

The Principal or delegate will then try to negotiate a resolution that is acceptable to all parties. If a variation 

is not allowed, then written reasons will be provided to the student and/or their parents or carers.  

COMMUNICATION 

This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:  

• It will be available publicly on our school’s website  

• Student uniform requirements will be published at the beginning of the year in the school 
newsletter 

• Discussed at staff briefings/meetings as required  
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• Included in transition and enrolment packs 

• Hard copy available from school administration upon request 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION AND RESOURCES 

• Thomastown Secondary College Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy  

• Thomastown Secondary College Managing Complaints Policy 

• Department of Education and Training Student Dress Code 

• Department of Education and Training Student Engagement policies and guidelines. 

POLICY REVIEW AND APPROVAL 

Policy last reviewed 20/11/2025 

Consultation Community consultation via College website - ongoing 
Consultation with School Council  

Approved by Principal 

Next scheduled review date November 2027 

 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/student-dress-code/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/student-engagement/policy
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Appendix A: Thomastown Secondary College Uniform Items 

The following uniform items are permitted. No other clothing items are acceptable under this policy 

Girls Uniform 

Thomastown SC dress 

Thomastown SC skirt  

Thomastown SC white shirt 

Thomastown SC tie (optional)  

Thomastown SC pullover (Maroon Years 7-10)   

Thomastown SC pullover (Red Years 11-12)  

Thomastown SC waterproof jacket  

Thomastown SC blazer (optional) 

Thomastown SC scarf (optional)  

Plain black stockings or white socks   

Black leather lace up shoes  

Thomastown SC black cap with emblem 

White or black headscarf for religious reasons 

Boy’s Uniform 

Thomastown SC trousers 

Thomastown SC shorts 

Thomastown SC white shirt (short or long sleeves) 

Thomastown SC tie (optional)  

Thomastown SC pullover (Maroon Years 7-10)   

Thomastown SC pullover (Red Years 11-12)  

Thomastown SC waterproof jacket  

Thomastown SC blazer (optional) 

Thomastown SC scarf (optional)  

Black leather lace up shoes  

Thomastown SC black cap with emblem 

Sport & Physical Education Uniform 

Thomastown SC sports top  

Thomastown S.C. shorts  

Thomastown S.C. tracksuit pants 
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Runners (plain black)  

Thomastown SC black cap with emblem.  

white or black socks  

Appendix B: Year 12 Jacket 

The Year 12 Jacket is a privilege that is an option for Year 12 students only as it is a variation of the 

College uniform. The purpose of the Yr. 12 Jacket is to be a memento and is not intended as a 

replacement for the College blazer or jumper.  

A Committee is to determine the design of the jacket after students submit a proposal (including design 

and cost) to the VCE coordinator towards the end of the preceding (Year 11) year  

The guidelines for the jacket proposal must adhere to the following:  

1. Must include the College logo  

2. Will not include the student surname  

3. Will not include inappropriate language or inappropriate ‘nick names’  

4. Will not include a hood  

5. Colour scheme chosen must be in line with the College uniform colours, i.e. Red, black and white  

6. Grey may be used, however not as the primary colour of the jacket - its use ultimately needs to be 

approved by the College Principal  

 


