Thomastown
Secondary College

Important Information
Department of Education updated schools
and parents regarding
the Coronavirus on
January 29th 2020.
Please go to the
College website
https://
thomassc.vic.gov.au
for this information
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We had a wonderful end to
2019 with all student’s starting
their next year’s program. It
created such a positive environment compared to the old system of winding down to activity
programs. We had 104 Yr. seven students visit us on December 10 and both they and their
parents seemed very pleased
with their introduction to secondary school. Our YR. 12 students finished the year with
their annual dress up day and
their behavior was immaculate.
I also enjoyed watching the
pride on the faces of parents,
and indeed of our graduates at
our graduation ceremony at
Grand Neret Receptions on
Friday 30th November.
This week has been filled with
the excitement of those same
graduates receiving their results
and also receiving an offer from
University of TAFE colleges. The
majority of our students continue formal education. We also
have a number of students who
are excited about starting their
apprenticeship, with a couple

com-

You may well have read in the
Herald Sun at the end of 2019
that Thomastown has been
listed as one of the most improved secondary college in the
metropolitan area and this is
because our whole cohort have
improved their outcomes. This
is reflected in the fact that every student who applied for a
position at university and TAFE
received a first round offer. This
is very exciting, and we expect
that it will be even better next
year.
The success of our children is
very much a partnership, the
hard work and stress of parents,
the guidance and advice of
teachers and, most importantly,
the hard work and commitment
of our students. We are very
proud of our senior students
and am sure you are also. They
have provided excellent role
models for all students who will
following in their footsteps. We
will provide you with more detailed information about some
of their journeys in the next
newsletter.
Accolades for our young people
have not only come from those
who have completed their final
year but in fact throughout the
year we have received these
from many places. One example
came in the last few weeks of
the year when our music students were offered the oppor-

tunity to perform with some
elderly people at a local retirement centre. The students absolutely enjoyed the experience
and came back bubbling. Clearly
the residence also enjoyed the
experience as they have now
asked whether our students can
spend time with them on a
weekly basis. I believe this will
be eagerly received by a number of our students who are
always asking for more opportunities to help and to learn
through community experiences
Can I take the opportunity to
thank you, our parents and
carers who do such an amazing
job and who trust us with the
education and support of your
children. We understand the
importance of our role and take
it very seriously and also gain
great satisfaction and enjoyment from our students’ successes. But even more important is the partnership we
have with you.

As we return from spending
some precious time with our
families, we are excited to see
what 2020 will bring. We know
there will be many wonderful
experiences and we will share
them with you.

Leonie White
Principal

Thomastown Secondary College: 80-96 Main Street, Thomastown VIC 3074 Tel: 03 9465 0844
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“Throughout
the night
there were
many
inspiring
speeches

given out.
Beautiful and
kind words
from Leonie
White, which
motivated
many of us to
achieve
greater things
in our future
endeavours. “

Year 12 Graduation
On Friday the 30th of November, Thomastown Secondary College’s class of
2019 experienced one of the
most memorable achievements of their life. Finally
graduating high school! Myself and the rest of my cohort
will all agree that it was long
awaited, especially since the
majority of us have spent 6
years at Thomastown. However, the wait was all worth
it, when each one of us had
put on our gowns and proudly accepted our certificates,
and were finally classified as
graduates. I’m sure everyone’s family members and
friends all were so proud of
them and it was so amazing
to see so many smiling faces!
Considering the hard year
everyone has had and all the
stress which comes with year
12, I’m sure I’m not the only
one who felt relieved when
we were accepting our certificates.
Throughout the night there
were many inspiring speeches given out. Beautiful and
kind words from Leonie
White, which motivated
many of us to achieve greater things in our future endeavours. An emotional and
nostalgic speech given by our
VCE coordinator Patrick
Mooney, which reminded us
all why our last year at
Thomastown was enjoyable
and special, but also embarrassing. As well as a moving
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speech by a former student,
Deyan Momirovski, who
reminded us that no matter
where you end up in life,
there will always be a path
that will guide you to where
you want to be, through his
own anecdote. Lastly a
speech presented by Aliya
Hanu and myself, where we
reminisced on this past
year, and everyone’s amazing achievements. There
were also video presentations of the graduate’s year
7 photo against their year
12 photo, to remind ourselves and our families of
where we started from, as
well as another video
presentation of the memories we all shared this past
year as a cohort, both created by Imman Yehia and
myself.
Alongside these speeches
there were also many admirable awards given out during the night. The Australian Defence Force - Long
Tan Leadership and Teamwork Award was presented
by Leonie White, and was
awarded to Aliya Hanu.
There was also the Caltex
Best All Rounder Award,
presented by our school
council president Steve
Kozmevski, which was
awarded to Fatima Al Hassani. Lastly the Alumni Inspiration Awards, which
was presented by Craig
Hudson and Mahe Castles,
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who are members of the
Alumni. The awards were
presented
to
Andreas
Kontogeorgis and myself,
Meryam Fayad. I’d like to
congratulate all the well
deserving recipients of
these awards, as well as a
big thank you to the presenters of these awards!
After snapping away an outstanding amount of photos,
everyone went down to the
dance floor to dance, and
just celebrated the last few
minutes of our time together at Thomastown Secondary College. Thank you to
everyone who came that
night, hope you enjoyed it!

Year 12 Student - Meryam
Fayad
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National Constitution Convention 2020
Congratulations to Nourah
Ammoun and Daniella
Haidar who were selected
to participate in the National Constitutional Convention to be held at Parliament House in Canberra
from the 17th to the 19th
of March 2020. Three hundred students from State,
Catholic and Independent
schools in Victoria applied
for this program and twen-

ty four outstanding students were selected.
Nourah and Daniella will
participate in 3 days of
debates with youth from
across Australia. The 2020
topic for discussion at the
convention
will
be
“Federalism: the Constitution and Australia’s Water”.

I take this opportunity to
congratulate them and I
wish them the best of luck
for this most rewarding
experience.

Sandra Gacovski

Senior Legal Studies
Teacher

Community Support
Thomastown Secondary College would like to thank Bundoora Woolworths Store
Manager Trudi and assistant
Manager Justin for their wonderful donation to the school
for our Breakfast Club. It was
difficult to source the items
we use at breakfast club with
all other stores not able to
meet our request. Both Trudi
and Justine went above and
beyond this by not only supplying our requested electrical items but gave us a full
food hamper. This range of
items will be used in the new
year.
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Trudi and Justine have also
offered to assist and donate
items for any school functions
or celebrations that we have
in the future.
Our school runs breakfast
club each day starting at 8.15
to 8.50am and all students
who attend will have access to our range of
breakfast club resources.
Regards,

Snezana Klimovski
Student Welfare Coordomator
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Year 11 Summit
On Monday 11th November 50
Year 11s and 7 VCE teachers
braved the early morning to
travel to the Summit in Trafalgar for a one day excursion.
When we arrived, there was
no time to waste. We were
split into our groups for the
day and got straight into our
first activity. For some of us,
this was Victoria’s largest giant
swing. On this, we clung to our
friends and faced our fear of
heights, trying to take in the
scenery in between our
screams. Our other activities
included the high wire, where
we walked a tightrope high
above the ground, and the

leap of faith, on which many of
us closed our eyes and trusted
our harness, spurred on by the
encouragement of our friends.
Back on the ground, we then
played inflatable soccer and
raced each other through an
inflatable maze.

ran the course while carrying
tyres. Many of us came out the
other end with cuts and bruises, but every student gave it “Many of us came
their best and overcame their
out the other end
self doubts and fears.

After a tasty barbeque lunch,
the day’s final event got underway. Our friendly rivalries
went to the next level on the
Monster Course - a mud and
water filled obstacle course
where the team that could
work together best would prevail. We climbed over nets,
crawled through mud, slid into
freezing pools of water and

bruises, but every

It was a long and tiring day,
but it is one on which we
made new friendships, challenged ourselves and worked
as a team to solve problems.
This experience, the memories
and skills that we formed on
the day will stay with us for a
long time and will be invaluable to us as we take on the
challenge of Year 12.

with cuts and

student gave it
their best and
overcame their
self doubts and
fears.”
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English Faculty
Renaissance Reading
The college has joined
the Renaissance Reading Program to enhance
the reading culture in
our school. The online
program is available to
Year 7-9 students who
have their own log in
and can access their
account both within the
college and at home.

“His reflective
songs of family and

country are

over the summer break to
select books appropriate
to their reading level and
interest, as well as to record their progress by taking the book quiz after
each book read. The results of the book quiz are
informative for both the
student and teacher as it
provides an indication for
future book selections.

auhosted4.renlearn.com.au/14545
09
or visit the College website
and click on Renaissance
Reading under School links.

The login details for the
We encourage students online program are below
to utilise the program (students have their own
password):

The English Classroom 2020

befitting of the
themes central to
the study of our
selected Indigenous
texts for the
English classrooms
throughout 2020.””

At the beginning of December,
five of the college’s English
faculty staff attended the VATE
conference. To their delight,
Australia’s iconic Indigenous
musician, Archie Roach, performed the opening night on
Saturday 30th November. His
reflective songs of family and
country are befitting of the
themes central to the study of
our selected Indigenous texts
for the English classrooms
throughout 2020. Students
explore Indigenous voices in
the texts: Best Ever Stories,
Catching Teller Crow and The 7
Stages of Grieving. The year is
set to be one of literary explo-

ration as the students embark
on excursions and incursions
relevant to their books for
study.

Kylie Villella
English Faculty Leader

Iconic Indigenous Australian Musician Archie Roach performing at the opening evening of the Australian Association for the Teachers of English
conference, 2019. Performance group, Eagles Nest Theatre, visit our college in the new year to perform the play, The 7 Stages of Grieving to VCE
students.
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Botanical Society
A reminder to students that
the Botanical Society meetings
are running every Thursday in
the Physics room at lunchtime.
The Botanical Society is a new
opportunity for students to
enjoy the wonderful world of
plants; from ‘adopting’ a plant
to watch over, to pressing
beautiful flowers, to learning
valuable identification skills!

A major goal of the Society
is to work together to create a herbarium; a collection of pressed and identified plants that will help
current and future students
to gain knowledge of the
native flora of Victoria, com-

mon garden plants and common weeds. Key characteristics and traditional uses for
plants will also be explored
as the Botanical Society
reaches out and collaborates
with community organisations.
The Botanical Society will
expand into 2020 and welcomes anyone interested to
get involved!
See Chantelle in Blue Unit
for any questions.
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The Arts
Thomastown Secondary
College is known for their
innovation. The arts have
once again been invited to
install a student art exhibition within the walls of the
Victorian Curriculum Assessment Authority building in Coburg. This year’s
students representing the
arts from our school are
the Studio Art & Media
Students, including the
works of Dana Ilic and
Yana Fahed’s beautiful
paintings of the sea, skies
and their seasons and the

Yana Fahed
striking detailed graphic
novel of Fatimah Al Hassani. Responses from staff,
VCE examiners and members of the National Gallery of Victoria, were over-

whelmingly
complimentary of their highly accomplished artworks. This is
the
sixth
exhibition
Thomastown Secondary
College has displayed at
VCAA.

TSC Art Exhibition
Dana Ilic

The 2019 highly creative art
works of the 7 to 12 Art students was showcased in this
year’s Art exhibition held in
the Language Centre of
Thomastown Secondary College. Art, Visual Communication and Media explored the
notion of technical skill within
the creative mind of our
youth.
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This year featured some of the
most colourful and innovative
works. These included over 35
text based portraits, presented
alongside detailed studies of
the great masters of the Surrealist and Optical Art movements. The quirky and fun
masks by our younger members of the school held prime
position at the forefront of the
display and attracted many
admirers from the Year 7 Information
Evening.

The exhibition has been developed in close collaboration
with the school’s art department, Emma Fitzpatrick, Jessica Crowley, Samia Townsend,
Keti Micevska and Lena Torikov.
We look forward to inviting
you all to our next year’s show
in 2020!

Lena Torikov
Visual and Performing Arts
Coordinator.
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Congratulations to Fatimah Al Hassani
Fatimah Al Hassani studied Media this year and created a Graphic Novel titled Castle Quest for her SAT.
Her work has been accepted for the Prestigious Top Designs Awards 2020 and will be exhibited alongside the
best VCD, Product Design and Media print work at the Melbourne Museum from March next year.
Fatimah had an extraordinary and ambitious vision for her graphic novel and she worked with focus and determination to complete the task to an exceptionally high standard.
Fatimah has applied to study Computer Game Design and Interactive Media at the industry leading RMIT University in 2020.
We wish her the very best for her future!!
Please see sample pages from Fatimah’s graphic novel below
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Music Faculty
The VCE music band
were busy at work last
semester following the
annual college performance spectacular earlier in 2019. October saw
the Year 12 students
through a successful exam performance. The
examined students exited the exam space with
confidence,

following their extensive
performance experience
through their involvement
in Reflections 2. The same
students graced the stage
at the Year 12 Graduation
event where graduating
students,
Nyankiir
(Shakira) Deng and Eros
Perrone took to the stage
with their fellow Year 11

band members, Fay
Fatele, Edibe, Clementine, Cecelia, Patricia
and Mark with a rendition of Fly Me to the
Moon and Valerie.

VCE music band students, Mark Utumapy, Ayan Abdirahman, Edibe Kurcku, Clementine
Utumapu, Fay Faatele and Patricia Tanga, performing for the parents and Year twelve students at the Graduation ceremony.
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Barry Road Community Centre
The band’s recent visit to the Barry Rd Community Centre saw our music students building connections
with the elderly members of our community through their performance of songs including Can’t Help
Falling in Love and Rude. Music director, Jimi Lundy, seized the opportunity to brighten the day of the
senior residents of the nearby retirement village whilst building the musicality and community spirit in
our college musicians.

VCE music students, Cecilia Tran, Clementine Utumapu, Khouder Moualla and Mark Utumapu assisting the
members of the local retirement village.

Coming to TSC in 2020 Stay Tuned………..

2011-2020
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