IN THIS
ISSUE
Reflections

English Faculty
News

e Year 12 Camp

e Inter School
Sport

e Astronomy

Night
IMPORTANT
DATES TO
REMEMBER

Jul
7-10 Reports

18

Jul
Yr12 Formal

20

Celebration Oct

Day 18
Yr7
. Oct
Immunisa-
. 24
tions

VCE English Oct
Exam 31

Yr7 Infor- Nov
mation Night 8

Camp Nov
12-16

“7\\

NEWSLETTER

Thomastown

decondary (ollege

TERM 2 2018

College Principals Report

Leonie White

Principal

Life at the College is busier
than ever. The enthusiasm
and commitment of our stu-
dent leaders and staff is re-
flected in every aspect of
this  vibrant, supportive
learning community.

Having just recovered from
the exhausting, but highly
successful Reflections pro-
duction followed by the cel-
ebration of our rich cultural
diversity on Multicultural
Day, we were reminded by
our SRC at College Assembly
just how many activities stu-
dents are still contributing
to, beyond the classroom.
From great performances
and team work in inter-
school sport, preparing for
work experience, designing
entrepreneurial prototypes
for the future, helping the
elderly in partnership with St
Monica’s College and Al-
Saarat College, working with
the YMCA to better under-
stand how social enterprises
can empower others and

creating projections to mark
the opening of our very own
Whittlesea Tech School.

From its inception Thomas-
town Secondary College has
focused on ensuring that all
students receive an educa-
tional experience that reach-
es beyond the classroom
and provides students with
continual references to, and
hands-on experiences in the
real world.

It is rewarding when we re-
ceive affirmation that this is
making a difference. A
young woman who recently
joined us from a very large
school in the west sought
me out specifically to tell me
that the connections her
studies now make to the real
world has reignited her pas-
sion for learning, something
classroom experiences alone
had never achieved. Those
present at Reflections heard
guest performers such as
Guy Sebastian’s guitarist
David Tweedie and singer
and musician Sarah Jones
reaffirm for our students and
parents that the exposure to
industry standard experienc-
es provided at the College
was exceptional.

Our students also have the
opportunity to take their
learning interstate. Earlier
this year two of our senior
students Ghadeer Al- Gburi
and Sharon Nobwire attend-
ed the 23rd Schools National

Constitution Convention in
Canberra along with 120
others from across Australia.
We were delighted to re-
ceive the following acknowl-
edgement from a Yr.12 coor-
dinator from another school.

Dear Ms White
J was ene of the supewising

tary Convention in Canbievia
with the 25 UVictorvian stu-
dents.

J just wanted to highlight

fiow well Sharon Nabwire
contuibuted to the discussions
times passion. She was a
pleasure to have in cur group
sepuesenting hewelf and fer
schaal supenlily.

J am sure she gained a lat of
invaluvement in the entive pro-
g}mm.

Staff constantly monitor and
acknowledge student contri-
butions but when complete
strangers take time to do
this, students feel especially
appreciated.

We acknowledge the
thoughtfulness of this school
leader in taking time to put
his observations in writing,
reminding us how important
it is to acknowledge positive
contributions and the and
the impact this recognition
makes.

Thomastown Secondary College: 80-96 Main Street, Thomastown VIC 3074 Tel: 03 9465 0844
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“Students are
able to present
ideas, oversee
the

organisation of

fundraising,

and assist at all
major College

events.”

(ollege Principal Report Continued....

VCE students have com-
pleted their mid year ex-
ams and those completing
a Unit 3-4 sequence also
sat the GAT earlier this
month. Exams can often
increase pressure on stu-
dents, affecting their
moods and sometimes
their behaviour. It is advis-
able to speak to your son
or daughter if you are con-
cerned, encourage them
to keep up some form of
relaxation/ physical activi-
ty and make time for
friends and family. If you
continue to be concerned
please speak to their
Home Group teacher or
make an appointment to
see the College counsellor,
psychologist or nurse.
There are many resources
available to assist students
through times of increased
workload.

During the final two weeks
of term we are again run-
ning our integrated pro-

gram at Yrs. 7 &8 while the
Yr. 9’s focus is on career
education. Yrs. 7 & 8 stu-
dents are being exposed to
current thinking on long
term sustainability for our
planet. The Year 9's will
reflect on their long-term
goals and those skills and
knowledge required to
access the necessary post
school education and
training to achieve these.
Both programs are includ-
ed and the next newsletter
will provide you with a
pictorial story of their ex-
periences and accomplish-
ments.

During the last two terms
many of our graduates of
2017 have visited and
shared news of their new
courses, their excitement
and their challenges. En-
tering tertiary education
can be daunting but the
numerous connections to
business and industry

made during school years
has made this transition
gentler. Of course some
students complete a uni-
versity subject while stud-
ying Yr. 12 but the huge
workload that accompa-
nies this choice is not for
everyone. Transition ap-
pears to be working suc-
cessfully from all reports.

| like to recognise the in-
spiring work undertaken
by our student leaders. It
is timely to recognise our
current student leaders
and their commitment,
not only to ensuring that
student ideas and con-
cerns are addressed, but
that they continue to
make a difference at
school as well as beyond
the College. Students have
many opportunities to
take on a leadership role.

These are detailed below..

Student Representative Council

The SRC meets with me each conduit to and from School
week. Students are able to Council, to Unit Forums, and,
present ideas, oversee the through them to every student
organisation of fundraising, in every Home
and assist at all major College Group. Their respon-
events. They organise and pre- sibilities are wide
sent the College assemblies ranging.

and represent the College at

external events. The School

Council Student Representa-

tives also attend this meeting

so this committee serves as a

THOMASTOWN SECONDARY COLLEGE
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Peer Leadership & Unit Forum

Our Peer Leaders come from
every Home group and are
trained in their role by the
College Wellbeing Team. They
take on a leadership in Home
Groups ensuring younger stu-
dents are quickly connected to
the group, discuss ideas raised

by the group and plan  extra
- curriculum activities.
Unit Forum is formed by

elected representatives from
each Home Group. They are
the voice for students in their
Home Group. They discuss

Interfaith Ambassadors

7’

SEE I I B S S S B D D S B D B S B B S Oy,

7’

In 2016 Thomastown Second-
ary College was invited to join
AL Siraat College and St Mon-
ica's College through their stu-
dent leadership program Inter-
faith. This program aims to
build tolerance, respect and
understanding by  bringing
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We struggle to accept other
cultures and yet we still have
hardly acknowledged the cul-
ture that was here for thou-
sands of years before us, and
their land on which our fami-
lies to come will leave their
footprint.

Through this program we
have undoubtedly been able
to grow in all aspects of our
life. After each session, we
saw the world in a clearer
light. We went from having a
range of misconceptions
about each other to being
able to celebrate our learn-
ings as a coherent community.
We are all humans with the
power of knowledge. We can
use our power, educate youth
to see that often the segrega-
tions highlighted, and some-
times encouraged, in our soci-

together young people from
different cultures, religions
and beliefs. This is achieved
through the exploration of
thoughts and attitudes to-
wards current events and so-
cial challenges.

ety is meaningless. It’s the
similarities that are really
powerful. No matter how
daunting it seems, the reality
is that we are the future so
we should strive to make our
future a better place.
We should be proud of
who we are and em-
brace the fact that we
are all humans.

y

THOMASTOWN
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both Unit and College wide
activities, help out at College
activities such as Information
nights and Celebration Day
and ensure the College wide
ideas and concerns included

on the agenda for SRC.

In 2018 students will work side
by side to support the elderly.

What have they gained from
this leadership role?

This is part of an article
written by students:

7/
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“Early

communication

from you when

your child is
going to be
away is the best
way to manage

absences.”

7

A Request

| would like to remind par-
ents that early communi-
cation from you when your
child is going to be away is
the best way to manage
absences. When you ring
the College before the day
starts an absence can be
entered immediately and
every teacher can then see
that before each class be-
gins

While we discourage stu-
dents leaving classes dur-
ing the day for appoint-

ment as this disrupts their
learning making it harder
for them to catch up, we
understand that this is
sometimes unavoidable.

On such days please send
a note with your child in
the morning. S/he can
ensure they are waiting for
you in the office when you
arrive.. This prevents that
whole class from being
interrupted, allows you to
sign out your child without
waiting and does not ne-
cessitate an office person
leaving the phones unan-

English Faculty

The English and Home
Group faculties  have
teamed up to ignite and
encourage students’ con-
tinued interest in reading
for pleasure. Year 7 to 10
students commit to the
equivalent of 20 minutes
reading in their first ses-
sion of each day. This sup-
ports the reading initiative
in the Junior English clas-
ses where one hour per
week is dedicated to read-
ing. Some students are
taking the opportunity to
immerse themselves into
the world of their selected

book during Home Group

and English sessions.

Your child and their Home
Group and English teach-
ers will soon be able to
monitor and record indi-
reading

vidual students’

through the online Renais-
sance Reading Program.
The college’s recent com-
mitment to this program
will enable staff and stu-
dents to more accurately
select books appropriate
to the student’s reading
interest and ability. A quiz
structure (currently availa-

THOMASTOWN SECONDARY COLLEGE
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swered to collect children
from their classrooms.

Your cooperation in both
these matter would be
greatly appreciated.

of, concectebut i
¢, Vull puvinsi lorect ne

ble to the Year 7 and 8
students) then informs the
future selection of books.
The college’s investment
in this program not only
seeks to provide a clearer

indication of individual
student literacy progress,
but more importantly aims
to enhance a
love of reading
amongst  staff
and students.
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English Faculty Continued.....

The 2018 Premiers’ Reading
Challenge is also underway as
numerous English and Home
Group classes set themselves a
goal to read a minimum of
fifteen books by September.
You can read more on this
challenge in the article below.
We look forward to seeing our
students achieve their reading
goals and having their names
published in the honour roll!

Year 7 and 8 students are also
looking forward to the Junior
City Link program occurring
during the last two weeks of
term 2. They will engage in a
workshop led by a visiting
speaker, Asphyxia, on the top-
ic of sustainable living. Stu-
dents will be encouraged to
consider the impact of our
everyday choices on the envi-
ronment. Our hopes are that
we all walk away from the
workshop with an enlightened
perspective of reusable food-
storage containers, and a tip
or two on growing our own
vegetables!

Students in year 9 and 10 an-
ticipate a workshop delivered
by local theatre performers
from Eagles Nest Theatre. An
abridged performance of the
play Twelve Angry Men, set for
study throughout term 3, will
be the focus of the workshop.
Although the study of this text
will not commence this term,
students are encouraged to
begin reading the play in prep-
aration for the performance
set for June.

On a final note, VCE English
students are busily undergoing
assessments for their area of
study 1 texts. Analysing Argu-
ment is the next area of study
for this term. Encourage your

VCE child’s regular reading of
the newspaper to enhance
their skills in analysing lan-
guage and persuasion in media
texts.

Kylie Villella
English coordinator

Victorian Premiers’ Reading
Challenge 2018

The Victorian Premiers’ Read-
ing Challenge is on again!
Since the Challenge began 14
years ago, more than 2.5 mil-
lion students have turned the
pages of nearly 45 million
books!

Once again, the College is
pleased to announce that the
Challenge is now open to all
students in years 7-10. Many
students have already enrolled
and are on their way to read-
ing a minimum of fifteen
books by the 7th September.
At the conclusion of the Chal-
lenge, successful students re-
ceive a certificate from Prem-
ier Daniel Andrews, and will
see their names in the Honour
Roll that is published on the
Challenge website.

‘Regular reading from an early
age is vital for success at
school and has lifelong bene-
fits. The Challenge encourages
children and young people to
read more and promotes a
love of reading, supporting the
Education State target to have
more students reaching the
highest levels of achievement
in reading.’

We are looking forward to
seeing many more students in

the library, searching for an
exciting book to read! As an
extra incentive to promote
reading at the College, there
will be prizes for those stu-
dents who set this year’s rec-
ord for the most books read.

Visit the Challenge website for
further information and re-
sources.

http://
www.education.vic.gov.au/
Pages/default.aspx

Happy reading everyone!

Susan Gray
Premiers’ Reading Challenge
Coordinator
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“Regular
reading from
an early age is
vital for
success at
school and has
lifelong

benefits”.

POWER YOUR
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“It was good to

see students

trying to do their

best and master
the skills of
taking up

examinations.”

VCE News

Term 2 has been a busy
term for VCE students and
staff. Students appeared
for their end of unit exams
in week 8 and applied the
skills  and
gained over the semester.
It was good to see stu-
dents trying to do their
best and master the skills
of taking up examinations.
Students were provided
feedback on their exam
performance by their re-
spective subject teachers.
Hopefully they will learn
from their mistakes which
will help them improve
their performance in the
end of year VCAA exams.

knowledge

On Wednesday, 13th June
all the Year 12’s and the
Year 11’s undertaking a
Unit 3 and 4 study com-
pleted the
Achievement Test (GAT).
All  these students ap-
peared for a practice GAT
held at the school to expe-
rience the structure and
requirements of GAT. The
GAT writing pieces were

General

assessed by an external
assessor and students re-
ceived a feedback on their
style of writing. Most of the
students felt very positive
after the actual GAT and
confirmed that their expe-
rience with the practice
GAT was helpful, gave
them an understanding of
what to expect and put
them in a better situation
to attempt the GAT.

VCE Student have already
commenced their next unit
of study as of week 9 this
term. Year 12’s have only a
term left before they com-
plete the whole course for
the year. All year 12 stu-
dents should make the
most of this study break
and revise the unit 3 curric-
ulum. Some teachers will
hold extra classes during
the holidays at school. Stu-
dents also have the oppor-
tunity to attend external
revision lectures, the cost
of which is subsidised by
the school.

THOMASTOWN SECONDARY COLLEGE

All VCE reports are mailed
home before the end of
this term. Some parents
would be contacted by
Home Group teachers
regarding the results of
their children to discuss
pathway options. For all
other parents the next
parent /teacher interview
will take place in term 3.
Parents are welcome to
contact the school and
HomeGroup teachers to
discuss any specific con-
cerns.

On behalf of all VCE staff |
would like to wish all stu-
dents a safe study break
and hopefully they will
return  refreshed and
ready to take on the fur-
ther challenges of unit 2
and unit 4.

VCE Unit Leader
Pooja Khanna

%
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Astronomy Night

On a bright clear night in May,
a group of students came to
school for a star-gazing even-
ing. We started with pizza and
then headed outside to look at
the stars and planets through
the telescope that has been
lent to our school by the Uni-
versity of Melbourne.

The first event was planet Jupi-
ter. Many students were able
to capture a great shot of Jupi-
ter and three of its moons by
taking a photo through the
lens of the telescope. It was
exciting to watch the moon

A close up of the Moon. You can see a
large crater towards the centre of the
image, and more crater detail along
the edges of the photo. Photo taken

by Shefali Sharma.

rise above the clouds and eve-
ryone got a great view of its
rivers (once created by flowing
lava) and craters. | personally
enjoyed this night and I'm
looking forward to the next
one.

Meret Wasef

This program has reignited my
passion for astronomy and
space. After eating delicious
fresh pizza, we made our way

outside and had a look at
stars, along with Jupiter and its
moons with the massive tele-
scope. We all had a lot of fun
and | would highly recommend
this program to anyone in the
community who is interested
in science or space as you are
guaranteed to benefit from
this program and have lots of
fun.

Ali Al Musawi

Jupiter and three of its moons. Photo taken by
Meret Wasef.

~
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“Groups went on
with their
rotations taking
part in many
exciting and
somewhat
thrilling activities
such as climbing
up a I7m ladder
to beautiful
views, walking
across a wobbly
bridge above a
lake and the

giant swing 22.5m

off the ground”.

rotations including crawling
through a wombat hole,
walking over a bed of nails
and finding our way
through a pitch black cave.
These were just a warm up
compared to what we were
in for next. We began the
monster course which was
a mud packed obstacle

The Summit Year 12 Camp ‘

night with a game of trivia.
The next day we woke up
bright and early as we
knew we were in for a day
packed with activities.
Groups went on with their
rotations taking part in
many exciting and some-
what thrilling activities
such as climbing up a 17m

course involving several ladder to beautiful views,
On the 28th of March, the challenging tasks testing walking across a wobbly
year 12’s made their way teamwork, cooperation bridge above a lake and

down to Trafalgar for the
Summit 2 day camp. As we
arrived, we were intro-
duced to the Summit staff
who welcomed us to the
camp and they informed
us what were in for telling
us that some activities
would push our limits. We
were split into our teams
and no time was wasted
jumping straight into the
activities. We proceeded
with simple games that
tested our teamwork and
communication skills. After
the activities we began our

and of course our strength.
The mood was definitely
competitive as all teams
tried to produce the best
time. To our surprise we
were to complete the
course not once but two
times in attempts to beat
our first obstacle time. We
were all completely ex-
hausted and covered from
head to toe in mud but
nonetheless it was an expe-
rience I’'m sure none of us
will ever forget! Our day of
activities came to an end
and we finished off the

THOMASTOWN SECONDARY COLLEGE

the giant swing 22.5m off
the ground. Before we
knew it, it was time to
leave the camp finishing
off with an army tank ride
for the select team mem-
bers in which we thought
were outstanding partici-
pants. Overall the camp
was an unforgettable ex-
perience that really
bought the cohort togeth-
er and pushed us passed
our mental limits, all
achieving things in which
we thought we couldn’t!

Tayla & Yacoub
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, Literacy Support Program

Our 2018 LSP program started
with all the students introduc-
ing themselves to each other
and learning about their differ-
ent interests, which were very
varied, including playing soc-
cer and buying and raising
birds.

This led us into creating post-
ers and presenting information
by the students on their “likes

and dislikes” as their first as-
sessment. All the students
willingly approached the task
and used cue cards to give
them more confidence with

their presentations.

Following on from this we
worked on International Wom-
en’s Day. The students com-
pleted worksheets and wrote a
short piece about a significant
female in their life.

Starting back this term we
have been working on ANZAC
DAY. Some of the students had
a general understanding about
what ANZAC Day was all about
but we then researched more
information about the history
of the ANZACS.

t

The students also made pop-
pies and

asked questions
about why the poppies were a
symbol of the ANZACS. We
finished off the class by enjoy-
ing some ANZAC cookies.

The students have been very
engaged and their feedback
has been very positive.

Frances Galea

Literacy Support Staff

-— e - - - - - .- .- .. . ..
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Reflections, which was visu-
ally designed by the Creative
Director and Music Coordi-
nator, Jimi Lundy in collabo-
ration with staff and stu-
dents of Thomastown Sec-
ondary College; transformed
the school’s gymnasium into
a mysterious and magical
world of surround sound,
dance, song and illusions.
Beyond its doors, three hun-
dred chairs, three stages and
a giant LED screen, waited
for the guests to be seated,
then in dark silence the rain
came through and lightning
struck. A deep and eerie
tune filtered through the
atmosphere like fog, which
had crept in from the night,
covering all that it passed in
a blanket of mystery.

Then the deep rhythmic beat of
tribal drums carved a musical
path towards an escalating pri-
mal scream to the music of
Hans Zimmer and Lisa Gerrard’s
Sorrow/Earth. The opening, like
no other, set the scene for a
very special night. The audience
was immersed in a musical

journey that carried them
through the colour and splen-
dour of twirling iridescent
wings, spinning paper umbrel-
las, angelic voices and sequined
salsa dancers. Expressionist
dancers crossed cultural paths
from traditional to contempo-
rary experimental per-
formances.

Soon, the focus allowed for a
self-reflective  journey that
crossed time, culture and emo-
tions with the ‘Reflections’
dance. A solo dancer, danced
with light and with her project-
ed self. She delicately held the
stars in one hand and with a
flick of her wrist, they exploded
in a sparkling shimmer.

Two solo guest artists were
invited on stage. David Tweedie
added to the creative journey
by presenting us with a gift of
mesmerizing tunes on the hol-
low body jazz and acoustic gui-

SECONDARY COLLEGE
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tar, amongst them, his own
arrangement of Amazing
Grace. Later in the evening
the exhilarating sounds of the
singer and song writer Sarah
Jones, shared her own com-
positions with great power
and grace. Above all, we
would all like to congratulate
Hao Thai on her 2018 Most
Outstanding Achievement
Award. Hao worked tirelessly
on her dance routine on her
lunchbreaks, afterschool and
during the school holidays.
Her creativity, commitment
to the performance and en-
couragement of her peers
was exemplary. Hao received
a term’s pass to dance at
Galactic Dance and Events
Australia.

If you missed this opportuni-
ty to attend Thomastown
Secondary College’s unique
and  spectacular  perfor-
mance, ensure you become
part of our next creative jour-
ney in September of 2019 for
REFLECTIONS 2.

Lena Torikov

Creative Arts
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Multicultural Day

Tuesday
8th May, 2018

THOMASTOWN SECONDARY COLLEGE
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National

Gallery

of

Victoria

\

~

On a brisk Monday morning in
the last week of term 1, over
40 students from Years 9 and
10, gathered at Thomastown
station and poured into a train
bound for the city. Within an
hour, all were standing in the
vast foyer of the National Gal-
lery of Victoria before Xu
Zhen’s monumental concrete
artwork.

The Triennial, a huge show
featuring the work of over 100
Artists and Designers from 32
countries, filled all 4 floors of
the gallery and provided stu-

dents with the opportunity

to experience a wide range
of leading contemporary art
up close.

Far from being a passive
experience, students con-
tributed to Yayoi Kusama’s
evolving installation Flower
Obsession, interacted with
Teamlab’s multimedia visual
vortex and engaged their
senses through smell de-

signer Sissal Tolaas’ Smell

Landscapes.
Along the way, students
critiqued and evaluated

THOMASTOWN SECONDARY COLLEGE

work and were able to voice
their very strong opinions
over lunch at Melbourne
Central before the afternoon

train home.

John Parkinson
Teacher

/
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Badminton

The girls and boys Year 8 Bad-
minton Teams played a series
of matches against schools in
the Whittlesea Sports District
at Darebin Sports Centre on
Both
teams performed exceptional-

Wednesday June 6.
ly well and represented our

school to extremely high

Girls Team lost all four of their
games. It was a great effort by
all of the players. A special
thank you to Junior Chan Sau
and Tahyla Reid of Year 10
who coached , refereed and
scored for the teams on the
day.

PAGE

Interschool Sport

The teams were:

Year 8 Boys — Sameer Rahi, Sritharsan Sriku-
mar, Jason Singh, Abhinav Nund

Year 8 Girls — Julia Pham, Grace Newman,
Chanel Lozanovski

COUR1I

15

standards demonstrating ex-

cellent sporting behaviour
whilst, at the same time, com-
peting assertively in their
games.

The Boys Team won two of

their four games, while the
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Volleyball

On Thursday 8" of March, the
910 boys and girls Volleyball
team represented our school
the Whittlesea Divisional Inter-
school Sport Competition held
at Darebin Sports Centre.

N\

N\

In term 2, they will represent
our school at the Northern
Metropolitan Division.

They competed against local
schools including Lalor S.C,
Lalor North S.C., Hazelglen
S.C., Gilson S.C., Mill Park S.C.,
Epping S.C. and Whittlesea S.C
and won.

These students showed great
commitment, determination
and teamwork.
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