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College Principals Report

Leonie White
Principal

As we come to the end of
another year, I take this opportunity to thank each of
you for the overwhelming
support you have given both
your children and our staff
throughout 2018. Education
is a partnership and with
your continuing support and
regular feedback as the most
important adults in your
children's lives, we will be
better informed in ensuring
each student reaches an
individual best, regardless of
where his or her talents
take them.
We congratulate our Year 12
students on their final results and wish them well as
we wait in anticipation to be
notified of their course
offers. We have witnessed
every day what they have
already achieved in the development of maturity, dedication and resilience re-

quired to simply complete
this year. We know that
these attributes will ensure
that regardless of the path
they take, they will do so
with confidence. While the
ATAR gains considerable
attention for a very short
period at this time every
year, it is the qualities that
our young people develop
and take with them into the
world that will be their
greatest assets every day of
their lives moving forward.
As you can see from the articles published in this newsletter, only a small sample of
the learning opportunities
available to students at the
College, it has been an exciting and challenging year.
We are strongly committed,
that where possible and
beneficial, to building strong
relationships with tertiary
education institutions, business enterprises, purposebuilt education facilities, and
promoting hands-on learning here at the College .
Student leadership continues to be a great strength.
This positive attitude is obvious across the College. Our
students not only stand out
at the College but also in the
public arena. We have stu-

dents recognised nationally,
while another has had her
scientific discovery, achieved
working with a team on
Work Experience, published
in a science journal.
We are also delighted by the
strong commitment of our
students to take time not
only to think about those
facing difficulties as the result of war, natural disaster
or disadvantage, but to actively work to either raise
money or provide other resources to those who are in
need. You can read about
some of these here.
I take the opportunity to
wish you a safe and restful
vacation. I hope you are able
to find time to spend with
your family and friends, but I
know that some will have
heavy work commitments
through this time. We are
looking forward to 2019 with
many new plans and look
forward to seeing you again
in January. All important
dates are included in this
newsletter for your convenience.

Thomastown Secondary College: 80-96 Main Street, Thomastown VIC 3074 Tel: 03 9465 0844
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Goals Program
Goals is a year 9 mentoring
program run by The Australian Business and Community Network (ABCN). The
development of the ABCN
mentoring programs was in
response to an idea raised
by the Department of Education and Training, and
principals from high schools
to provide opportunities for
students to learn about
different industries in Victoria’s central business district
(CBD).
Students
are
matched with mentors who
have similar interests work-

ing in a range of roles and
businesses from member
companies. Both student
and mentor meet once a
month over a 6 month
period within a group environment.
Each session focuses on a
range of personal, educational and vocational
choices. Students and
mentors complete a range
of activities including com-

“ Celebration
Day Workshop,
Pottery Textures
Years 7-10”
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munication, strengths and
weakness, goal setting and
interview skills each session.

Deanna Tornatora
GOALS Program
nator

Coordi-
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Interview 2 Impress
This year 20 year 10 students
from across the school participated in the Interview 2 Impress workshop. Interview 2
Impress (i2i) is a one-day program designed to equip students with the necessary practical skills needed to engage in
employment options beyond
school.
The focus of i2i is to allow students to experience realistic
interview scenarios in a corporate environment. It enables
students to test and practice
the theory they learn at school
by working with a mentor who
is able to provide direct and
relevant feedback and advice
based on their own job interview experiences.
Topics covered include effective non-verbal communication, building rapport, a typical
interview structure and questions. i2i workshops are held
at a corporate venue where a
facilitator takes participants
through a series of activities
designed to build students’
understanding of job interview
techniques and processes.

“ All Students participated in multiple mock interview

scenarios and enjoyed their day in the city.”

Jet Star High Flyers
This year we had 6 year 10
girls who participated in the
High Flyers program.
High Flyers aims to show
young women that interesting
and fulfilling careers in aviation exist, encouraging greater
diversity within the sector and
broader uptake of the science,
technology, engineering and
maths (STEM) subjects required for employment. Over
one four-hour session, the
students received an overview
of various roles within the aviation industry, and were in-

formed of the attributes that
are required and subjects
needed for future pathways
within the industry.

The program is targeted towards female students from
Year 10 with an interest in
STEM subjects. Students had
the opportunity to meet female Jetstar leaders in their
respective fields, tour the airport training facility, and test
and develop their skills and
attributes through interactive
activities.
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STEM @ Thomastown Secondary College
Thomastown Secondary
College is continuing to
build STEM into the curriculum. In July 2018, the school
was privileged to host the
honourable member of parliament Mr. Andrew Giles
(Shadow Assistant Minister
for Schools) to showcase
Stem in our school. Mr Giles
was warmly welcomed by
the students and staff and
participated with the students to find solutions to
problem outlined in the
brief “The squashed tomatoes”.

that getting to the market
involves a long, dangerous
walk down the mountainside and across a river.
Tomatoes need to be
transported carefully because they can easily get
squashed.
The class was made up of
six different groups that
came up with the following thought-provoking
solutions


fuel cell to generate
energy



pulley systems

Design Brief;



hydraulic systems

In Nepal, many farmers living on the mountains grow
vegetables including tomatoes. To earn a living they
need to sell these at the
local market. The problem is



hydro power



solar power

Julie George
STEM Coordinator

From the left;
John Retica, Julie
George, Shefali
Sharma, Meret
Wasef, MP
Andrew Giles,
David Smith

THOMASTOWN

SECONDARY

Mr Giles visited each
group to deliberate their
ideas and potential solutions. Thomastown Secondary student representative Ms Meret Wasef
presented Mr Giles with a
school scarf which he
wore proudly as he interacted with the students.
Mr Giles concluded the
session with a discussion
about how STEM enables
students to become better
equipped for the future
workforce. He recognised
Thomastown Secondary
College for their excellent
coaching and encouragement towards students’
Individual Excellence.

COLLEGE
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Project Nepal-Background Information

In Nepal, many farmers live on the mountains growing vegetables including tomatoes. To earn a living they need to sell
these at the local market. The problem is that getting to the market involves a long, dangerous walk down the mountainside and across the river. Tomatoes need to be transported carefully because they can easily get squashed.

5

PAGE

6

Year 12 Graduating Class of 2018
Thomastown Secondary College farewelled the class of
2018 at the Graduation ceremony held on Nov 30. The
night was well attended by
the parents, students and the
staff of the College.

“Calvyn Tancueco
Architecture, Year 12
Communication
Design”

College Principle Ms Leonie
White addressed the whole
school
community
and
awarded the graduation
stoles and certificated to all
graduates. We are extremely
proud of all our students who
have completed this big educational milestone. We also
congratulate the special
award recipients.
The ADF Long Tan Leadership
and teamwork award was
given by Capt David Hunt to

THOMASTOWN
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Ms Luisa Taafua. This was
the first time that an ADF
personnel has attended
our school graduation ceremony. The Caltex best all
rounder award was presented by the School
Council president Mr Steve
Kozmevski to Ms Lubna
Dakakni. The Alumni inspiration awards were presented to Ms Fatima Fayad
and Mr Joel Utumapu by
Alumni members Mr Craig
Hudson and Ms Carol Piccianni. We thank our special guests for their precious time and grace for
this occasion.
Our students Ms Lubna
Dakakni and Mr Mohamed

COLLEGE

Fatfat delivered a beautiful
speech on the night. Both
of them were articulate
and spoke very confidently.
On behalf of the whole
school we wish our class of
2018 the best in their future endeavours.
Pooja Khanna
VCE Unit Leader
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Twelve Angry Men - English Text Workshop
The Mid English students enjoyed an engaging performance and workshop on Reginald Rose’s play Twelve Angry Men by Eagles Nest Theatre. The timing of the incursion
coincides with the class study
of the play that continues
throughout Term 3.
Each
workshop’s 6 volunteer performing students along with
one of their teachers extracted
the occasional laugh from an
enthused audience. The interactive nature of the workshop
encouraged students to contribute their interpretations of
the key scenes performed.
Some scenes were performed
twice, illustrating the ambiguity in interpreting a single scene through different lenses.

A Sustainable Footprint - Guest Speaker
Environmental
preservation
and sustainability was the focus for this year’s Junior City
Link Program. The various activities led by the English
teachers invited students to
reflect on their environmental
values and practices. Students
were reminded of the sheer
beauty of mother-nature during a visit to Melbourne’s Sea
Life Aquarium. Upon their return to school, students
looked critically at the impact
of excessive plastic waste on
the health of our oceans and
threatened sea-life species in

the documentary viewing of ‘A
Plastic Ocean’. Guest speaker
and creator of the puppet
show ‘The Grimstones’ enlightened our students and staff on
some every-day strategies we
all can adopt to help reduce
the damage to our oceans.
Asphyxia’s presentation reminded us that by becoming a
conscientious consumer, we all
have the power to make a
difference to the health of our
planet.

Junior City Link visit to Melbourne’s Sea-Life

Kylie Villella
English Coordinator
Guest speaker, Asphyxia, speaks about living
sustainably during the Junior City Link Program.
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“RESPECTFUL
RELATIONSHIPS
on SHOW
T-Shirt Designs
by year 9
Students
in the GALLERY
at Thomastown
Secondary
College “

T-Shirts on Show
On the 19th of June the
year 9 students participated in the Respectful relationships program that ran
as a part of City link in term
2. The program was focused on educating young
people on how to be positive members within our
community by maintaining
healthy friendships and
relationships. The Program
aimed to build young people’s skills to navigate relationships and social media.
The students actively participated in a combination
of interactive education
workshops focused on
Gender stereotypes, relationship control and the

THOMASTOWN
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legal implications around
consent, sexual harassment and online safety.
These conversations were
facilitated by wellbeing
staff members at TSC
along with the Youth Resource Officer’s from
Whittlesea- Epping Police.
The afternoon session of
the program focused on
what the students would
like to see more of in relation to respectful relationships within our school
community and local
broader community. Following a class discussion,
the students drafted their
messages of respectful
relationships that they
wanted to promote in

COLLEGE

preparation for the community art project session.
In the community art
project session that ran
the following day students had the opportunity to work with their art
teachers to consolidate
the information from the
previous day to promote
the message of respectful
relationship by designing
and painting their messages on to t-shirts.
Hailey May
Health, Wellbeing and
Specialist Services Branch
North East Melbourne
Area, NWV Region
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MoMA & NGV - Museum of Modern Art & National Gallery of Victoria
Summer has finally arrived and
winter seems so far but The
Winter Master’s MoMA exhibition, held at the National Gallery of Victoria, will be a
memory to last all seasons.
Our year 9 and 10 students
were invited to attend a school
excursion to see melting
clocks, a spinning bicycle wheel
inserted into a seat and brightly coloured portraits of Marilyn
Munroe. These infamous artworks by Salvador Dali, Marcel
Duchamp and Andy Warhol
were all part of a very exten-

sive exhibition from New York.
August was the month where
all staff were invited to enjoy
the MoMA, After Dark, Friday
Jazz Night.
We enjoyed a relaxing evening
meal of pizza and anti-pasto
by the river and were dazzled
by the rich and delightful voice
of jazz singer, Thando in the
Great Hall.
If you haven’t had a chance to
visit the NGV, Escher & X
Nendo will be on show over
the summer break. Take the

family and enjoy the airconditioned gallery. Alternatively,
bask in the sun at the neighbouring Queen Victoria Gardens. This exhibition runs until
7th April 2019. Happy holidays!
Lena Torikov
Creative Art and Performance
Coordinator
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Thomastown Secondary College Annual Art
Exhibition at VCAA Coburg
The Art Department is
happy to announce that
our Annual Art Exhibition
is now on display at VCAA
in Coburg. It is the fifth
year of this popular event.
We have already received
positive feedback on the
artistic achievements of
our students.

Our Annual Art Exhibition is now
on display at the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority in Coburg.

We are very grateful to
VCAA for welcoming us
back each year and we
appreciate the opportunity
of showcasing the work of
our students to the wider
education community.
Lena Torikov & Janine
Doyle

“Impressionist
landscape,
Mariam, Year 7/8
Art”

Youth For Causes
This year Madhuka Ekanayake, Mona Issam and I
were part of a program
called Youth For Causes.
Youth For Causes is a program that gathers students
from different schools to
come up with a social enterprise. A social enterprise
is an organisation that uses
commercial strategies to
help improve causes that
affect the community.
Some of the activities involved budgeting and financing, which helped us
with keeping within our
limit while buying things we
needed for our products.

THOMASTOWN
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We also learned marketing
communications and social
media to help us get the
product to the world and my
personal favourite, planning
our events so we could raise
money for our cause.
Our social enterprise was a
pop up bakery that had
different types of entertainment. The name of our bakery was ‘Tummy Lovers Bakery’. The cause we chose to
raise money for was Youth
Homelessness.
The bakery helped with our
cause since we made the
food affordable for everyone. The types of food we

COLLEGE

had were truffles, brownies,
cookies and doughnuts. We
added entertainment like the
TSC band to perform at our
sale so people could listen to
music while enjoying our food.
We got lots of help from Blue
Unit which has done other
fund raisers like bake sales,
sport team shirt day and jeans
day. We sold lots of food on
our sales and on our second
sale we sold out! In addition to
selling at our school, we were
asked by Youth For Causes to
cater at the launch night and
we also sold our food to our
non-for profit partners.

NEWSLETTER
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Youth For Causes Continued…..
From all the sales, we raised
roughly $1060.00. The money
we raised all goes to our nonfor profit partner Kids Under
Cover. Kids Under Cover is a
non-for profit organisation
that helps to prevent young
people from being homeless.
They build small studies in the
back yards of families to keep
the youths with their families
while staying somewhere to
prevent family conflict. They
also give out scholarships to
ensure they continue with
their education.
I have learnt a lot about running a business and I know
how to finance an idea and
provide customer service. I

have made lots of new friends
from different schools and
become close with the mentors. I would love to thank
Youth For Causes for having us
in their program and letting us
experience what it’s like to run
a business. I would also like to
thank Kids Under Cover for
being our not for profit partner and helping us cover the
issue of homelessness in a
positive way. I would like to
thank the school for letting us
join and run the program. I
would love to thank Naomi
Russo for staying back after
school to help us with the program and for all her support.

Thanks to Nadia and Blue
Unit for letting us use
their resources. Special
thanks to Bianca Talevski,
Laura Licevski, Jessica
Bogdanovski,
Stilliani
Athanasiadis, May Halabi
and lots of other students
for helping out with the sales.
Lastly, I would like to thank my
teammates Madhuka Ekanayake
and Mona Issam for being amazing partners throughout the
whole journey.
If someone wants to try Youth
For Causes, I say go for it. It may
have its ups and downs but trust
me, it was the best experience of
my life.
Angela Mladenovski
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Astronomy Night Shines
Students from TSC, from years
7-11, started off this great
night with pizza and getting to
know each other. After that,
we went outside and found
four planets, Mars, Venus,
Jupiter and Saturn. Students
got to look through the telescope and took pictures of
these special planets. We were
so lucky that we even got to
see the Jewel Box, which is a
colourful cluster of stars. To
end our night, we took a group
photo, said good bye to everyone and headed home.
Yazmine El Zoobi

I came to astronomy night
thinking it was going to be
okay. But when it came to us
looking at the planets, I was
blown away. We saw many
planets, Saturn, Mars, Venus
and Jupiter, and they were all
amazing to look at. A picture
was taken of Saturn and it was
superb. Astronomy night is
something you definitely don’t
want to miss because in school
you should take advantage of
these opportunities and not
miss activities like this. Teachers dedicate their time and
effort into this ,so that students get to experience astronomy. Overall, astronomy
night was very special.

An image of a dust storm on Mars

Arif Anwari

Artwork on Display

A picture of Saturn

