
ond “I'm okay mum’ These were 

later followed by phone calls 

after work.  They had become 

aware of the tragic events un-

folding in the CBD and knew I 

would be concerned. In that 

instant, the holiday season for 

many Victorians was changed 

dramatically and our hearts go 

out to all the innocent people 

caught up in this event, either 

directly or otherwise. It is a 

reminder to us all that life is 

precious and unpredictable and 

that we need to ensure that we 

take time from our busy sched-

ule to tell our children and our 

loved ones how we care about 

them, to spend time rejoicing 

and enjoying their company and 

remembering the importance of 

family, friends and community.  

 

On the behalf of College I wish 

you the very best and hope that 

you will be able to find some 

time from your busy schedule 

to spend quality time with your 

wonderful young people. We 

look forward to catching up 

with you in 2018. 

 

 

 

As the year comes to a close we 

reflect on the number of out-

standing achievements by our 

students though the year. We 

have watched them succeed in 

the classroom, at a college lev-

el, at a State level, nationally 

and internationally and we are 

delighted to be part of their 

journey. You must be very 

proud of your children. Early 

next year I will put together an 

article that highlights many of 

these achievements so that 

these young people can receive 

the public recognition they 

deserve. I hope you will join in 

congratulating those students 

with whom you have a connec-

tion. 

 

Over the past two weeks all of 

our students have completed 

their introduction to the 2018 

curriculum. This includes our 

new Year 7 students who start-

ed with us on December 12th 

and were welcomed by the SRC 

at a full assembly. Our Year 12s 

have now received their results 

and many of them visited to 

share their achievements and to 

discuss with the careers advisor 

their final tertiary choices. The 

majority of our Year 12s contin-

ue onto tertiary education post 

VCE and in early January will 

discover whether they were 

accepted in their preferred 

course. Again the College will 

be open to provide advice and 

guidance should they require it. 

 

The College will be open from 

22th January and messages can 

be left on the answering service 

at anytime or you can email the 

College. We will be opening 

elections for School Council 

very early in the year and if you 

are interested or simply want to 

find out more about this very 

important role please let me 

know. 

 

Yesterday afternoon I was 

working with staff when I re-

ceived two text messages from 

my adult children who live and 

work in the city. The first simply 

read, 'I’m safe :)’ and the sec-
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“Despite some 

losses that may 

have occurred, all 

students were 

able to walk away 

from each debate 

gaining a new 

experience or 

practising a new 

technique advised 

by adjudicators 

and supervising 

teachers.”  

 

Debaters Association of Victoria Schools Competition 

 

As a part of our extra-

curricular activities, we as 

a school have been active-

ly participating in debates 

held by Debaters Associa-

tion of Victoria at Loyola 

College. As a school, we 

have participated and sup-

ported debating for many 

years, and this year we 

were fortunate enough to 

have B grade, C grade and 

D grade debating teams 

who were up against vari-

ous schools around the 

region.  

 

Throughout the year, both 

D grade and C grade de-

bating teams were given 

their topic and stance on 

the topic a week or so be-

fore the debate and then 

had to prepare their argu-

ments and supporting evi-

dence before the debate.  

The topics of which are 

chosen for the debates are 

topics currently in the Aus-

tralian News and students 

work studiously and in 

return have won some of 

their debates this year. 

Alongside having these 

sort of debates, the B 

Grade team were also giv-

en secret topics. This is 

where students were given 

the topic an hour before 

the debate and were 

asked to prepare their 

content without the use of 

teachers, the internet or 

any outside source. Imme-

diately it was obvious that 

students thrived on the 

thought stimulating de-

bates that were occurring 

and flourished under pres-

sure despite any nerves 

about participating in their 

first year of secret topics.  

 

 In the end, our teams 

were quite successful in 

winning their debates. 

Despite some losses that 

may have occurred, all 

students were able to walk 

away from each debate 

gaining a new experience 

or practising a new tech-

nique advised by adjudica-

tors and supervising teach-

ers. Each and every one of 

the student debaters have 

worked diligently through-

out the year and have 

been able to evolve aca-

demically throughout this 

experience.  

As a student, debating was 

such a beneficial program 

to engage in as it really 

was able to help develop 

skills I was lacking and 

build on those of which I 

already had possessed. 

These skills and attributes 

were built through need-

ing to thoroughly develop 

arguments, articulate and 

express a certain point to 

the adjudicator and being 

able to rebut the ideolo-

gies the opposing team 

have brought forth.  

 

Not only did the students 

put in a significant amount 

of dedication in their de-

bates but also the sup-

porting teachers played a 

vital role in building confi-

dence within the teams 

and constantly construc-

tively building on every 

student. Thank you.  

 

Lubna Dakakni and 

Luisa Taafua 

T H O M A S T O W N  S E C O N D A R Y  C O L L E G E  
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On Tuesday the 31st of Octo-

ber, 24 year 10 students had 

the opportunity to attend a 

program called Interview To 

Impress, which was located at 

Stockland’s. During this excur-

sion, all students had the 

chance to learn how to stand 

out from other applicants 

when attending any job inter-

view in the future. Students 

went through a series of differ-

ent activities, which reinforced 

their skills and assisted them 

to remain calm and confident. 

The mentors from Stockland 

were very welcoming and 

humble as they gave each stu-

dent remarkable advice that 

was beneficial. Overall it was a 

very enjoyable experience and 

I do advise the upcoming year 

10 students to participate. 

 

Yana Fahed  

 

 

 

“Students went 

through a series of 

different activities, 

which reinforced 

their skills and 

assisted them to 

remain calm and 

confident. “ 
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"I'm thinking 

of doing user 

experience [in 

the future]." 

-Rowenna 

Kalimba 

University Students Head Back to High School to Help Change 

The Face of STEM  

A mentorship program in Vic-

toria is taking university stu-

dents studying science, tech-

nology, engineering and 

mathematics (STEM) back to 

high school in the hope that 

they will inspire school stu-

dents to follow in their foot-

steps. 

As students in a Year 9 science 

class at Thomastown Second-

ary College use marbles, 

bricks and wooden ramps to 

conduct a series of experi-

ments measuring speed, ve-

locity and acceleration, soft-

ware engineering student 

Rong "Lori" Lu is roaming, 

offering help and asking ques-

tions. 

"When I was in a conversation 

with kids, I always try to talk 

about what I'm doing at uni," 

Ms Lu says. 

"And I also always ask them, 

'What's your passion? What 

[do you] want to do after go-

ing to uni?'." 

Ms Lu is a mentor with the 

In2science program, which 

places university students 

from STEM disciplines in low 

socio-economic secondary 

schools in Victoria. 

Classroom teacher Shobie 

Doraisingam seems glad of 

the extra help. 

She says while Year 7 and 8 

classes show enthusiasm for 

science, their interest tends 

to wane in Year 9 and 10. 

"I think the kids need more 

encouragement at the 9/10 

level. That's where they tend 

to fall off a little bit because 

their curiosity drops off," Ms 

Doraisingam says. 

"So, when we have someone 

from university coming in 

and saying, 'This is what I'm 

doing at university', the [kids 

say], 'Oh really? I didn't 

know you could do that'." 

Judging by the comments of 

some of the students, Ms Lu, 

who is currently doing an 

internship as a user experi-

ence designer, is having an 

impact. 

Year 9 student Rowenna 

Kalimba did a STEM camp 

during the most recent 

school holidays. 

"We did coding and data 

analytics [at the camp] — 

I've never done [that] be-

fore, so it was interesting," 

Rowenna says. 

Although none of the stu-

dents admit to science 

being their favourite sub-

ject, several of them now 

see a future in STEM. 

"[Getting to know Lori] 

made me think that univer-

sity could be an option 

later down the track," 

Rowenna's classmate Ke-

harn Hudson says. 

"The things that she did [at 

university] are cool, so I 

thought maybe [I could] try 

something like that." 

T H O M A S T O W N  S E C O N D A R Y  C O L L E G E  
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Breaking down stereotypes 

In2science program director 

Megan Mundy says that encour-

aging more young people to 

take an interest in STEM sub-

jects also involves breaking 

down stereotypes.  

"Typically, [school students im-

agine a scientist to be an] old 

man with fuzzy white hair in a lab 

coat," Ms Mundy explains. 

Ms Mundy says that placing 

university student mentors in 

secondary schools through the 

In2science program was a way 

to challenge those perceptions. 

As more Australian students 

turn away from STEM, the team 

behind In2science are hoping 

that their mentors will encour-

age school students to consider 

a future in those disciplines. 

Ms Mundy says that it is particu-

larly important to provide op-

portunities for students in low 

socio-economic schools. 

"Studying STEM subjects gives 

you skills that make you very 

employable, and there is clear 

evidence that students from 

lower SES [socio-economic sta-

tus] backgrounds do not do as 

well in maths," she says. 

"If low SES students are not per-

forming well in STEM subjects, 

then that's going to make them 

potentially less employable in 

the future." 

In2science chair, former Victori-

an premier John Brumby, is wor-

ried that if interest in STEM 

subjects doesn't recover, Aus-

tralia will lose its competitive-

ness in the region. 

"If you look at Australia's per-

formance compared with the 

rest of the world, particularly in 

our region … our performance is 

not keeping up," Mr Brumby 

says. 

"There is so much public good 

benefit that comes from invest-

ment in science and medical 

research, and if you want those 

benefits, you've got to have 

more students at school level 

who are taking up maths and 

science and biology and chemis-

try and so on." 

A chance for cultural ex-

change 

Lori Lu is an international stu-

dent from Wuxi, a city near 

Shanghai in China. 

She says she was hoping to learn 

more about Australia through 

the In2science program, too. 

"I wanted to know more about 

Australian culture itself," Ms Lu 

says. 

"I think it's a great chance to talk 

to kids, because kids are more 

open than older people, so they 

will be very willing to talk to you 

about themselves." 

Ms Mundy says the program 

attracts a number of internation-

al students looking to engage 

with Australians. 

"A lot of them wanted to see 

what an Australian school was 

like," she says. 

"A lot of them wanted experi-

ences in a different culture, and 

they also wanted to practise 

their English." 

She says having international 

students involved also helps to 

further break down stereotypes 

of what a scientist looks like. 

Although keen to learn more 

about Australia, Ms Lu says her 

primary goal in the program is 

to inspire students to see their 

potential. 

"I want them to know they have 

the capability to do the science, 

and they should feel confident 

of their capability to do that," 

she says. 

“Everyone has the capability” 

"[When the 

mentor says], 

'Well, I'm a 

scientist. I'm 

young. I'm a 

female. I like 

going out 

partying with 

my friends on 

the weekend,' it 

makes science 

tangible." 
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“Making the 

Tallest Tower” 

Winning Team 

Mustafa Kurtoglu 

Brandon Velkovski  

 

Science Technology Engineering and Mathematics 

The teaching & learning in 

STEM classes is focused on 

the action that lifts founda-

tional skills in STEM learn-

ing areas, develops mathe-

matical, scientific and tech-

nological literacy, and pro-

motes the development of 

the 21st century skills of 

problem solving, critical 

analysis and creative think-

ing. It recognises the im-

portance of a focus on 

STEM in the early years and 

maintaining this focus 

throughout schooling. Dur-

ing this exciting term, Year 

9 STEM lessons focussed on 

real-world examples. The 

activities conducted were 

Ballooned Powered Car, 

Bridge Building, Making the 

Tallest Tower, Playing with 

Parachutes and Making a 

Catapult. These were 

planned to immerse stu-

dents in hands-on inquiry 

exploration and guided by 

the engineering design pro-

cesses.  

Ballooned Powered Car 

Do you think you can make 

a car powered by nothing 

but air?  

Yes! A balloon-powered car 

is pushed forward by air 

escaping from a balloon, 

and it is fun and easy to 

build with simple materials. 

 

Students worked in teams 

to design and build their 

own balloon-powered car 

that travel as far and fast as 

possible. At the end of the 

lesson, the car racing compe-

tition was held and the group 

who’s balloon-powered car 

travelled as far as possible 

won. 

Winning Team 

Junior (Tj) Chan Sau 

Devika Chheang 

Ruaa Al-Aboudi 

Building a Bridge 

Students learned how bridges 

work and build their own 

bridges by using simple mate-

rials. Students worked very 

hard on this activity and their 

hard work resulted in differ-

ent types of strong bridges 

being built.  

The bridge was assessed on 

the basis of its strength and 

how economical & stylish it 

was. Students enjoyed com-

pleting this activity and being 

able to work in teams to 

share their knowledge and 

ideas 

 

Winning Team 

Fatima Shaikh  

Doaa Doraghi  

Parnia Charkhyan 

Tayhla Reid 

 

Making the Tallest Tower 

Students worked collabora-

tively with peers to build the 

tallest standing tower using 

newspapers.  

They planned and considered 

the different factors that 

could help them create a tall 

standing tower. Finally, they 

reflected on the outcome of 

their group work. 

 

Winning Team 

Mustafa Kurtoglu 

Brandon Velkovski 

 

T H O M A S T O W N  S E C O N D A R Y  C O L L E G E  
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Making a Catapult 

 

Engineers must master the 

science and math concepts 

behind any given technology 

before they can successfully 

design and build products that 

meet their clients' needs.  

Students learned about cata-

pults, including the science 

and math concepts behind 

them, as they prepared for the 

associated activity in which 

they designed, built and tested 

their own catapults. A catapult 

is a ballistic device used to 

launch a projectile a great dis-

tance without the aid of explo-

sive devices — particularly 

various types of ancient and 

medieval siege engines. 

 

Winning Team 

Laya Fahed 

Lubana Al Ghorabi 

 

 

Playing with Parachutes 

This lesson focuses on para-

chute design. Teams of stu-

dents constructed parachutes 

from everyday materials. They 

then tested their parachutes 

to determine whether they 

could transport a metal wash-

er to a target on the ground 

with the slowest possible rate 

of descent.  

The "Playing with Parachutes" 

lesson explored how para-

chutes are used to slow mov-

ing objects.  

Students worked in teams of 

"engineers" to design and 

build their own parachutes out 

of everyday items.               

They tested their parachutes, 

evaluated their results, and 

presented to the class. 

 

Winning Team 

Fatima Shaikh 

Junior (Tj) Chan Sau 

Doaa Doraghi 

Mey Hung LY 

 

Students enjoyed completing 

these activities and being 

able to work in teams to 

share their knowledge and 

ideas. Each week, the win-

ning team students were giv-

en a reward of lolly pops. 

 

Rajwant Kaur 

STEM Teacher 

 

 

 

“Students worked in 

teams of 

"engineers" to 

design and build 

their own 

parachutes out of 

everyday items.”                
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Coloured 

pencil 

portrait by 

Sofia Wang 

(Year 7/8 

Art)  

In the ARTS 

7/8 Art students have been 

busy completing portraits 

for the Thomabald Prize. 

Congratulations to Sofia 

Wang for her portrait of 

YouTube star Wengie, 

which has received the Peo-

ple’s Prize. Hussein Al Shari-

fi’s realistic portrait re-

ceived the Packer’s Prize 

and Sanjai Vinayamoorthi’s 

expressive work received 

the Judge’s Prize. All three 

students have been reward-

ed with artist quality draw-

ing sets and sketchbooks to 

further practise and im-

prove in their creative 

efforts. 

8/9 Visual Communication 

Design students have 

worked recently to design 

their own game characters. 

After an introduction to in-

dustrial design students have 

used creative thinking rou-

tines to develop their own 

unique video game charac-

ters. 9/10 Visual Communi-

cation Design students have 

also explored the design 

process, creating site specific 

branding and surface 

graphics for a proposed pop-

up café.  

 

This semester Year 12 VCE 

students across the Arts sub-

jects have worked to suc-

cessfully complete their 

school assessed tasks, with 

many indicating interest in 

careers in the Arts post-

secondary schooling. Year 12 

student Diep Ha’s engaging 

series of photographs have 

recently been exhibited at 

the Victorian Curriculum and 

Assessment Authority head-

quarters. Created for Unit 3 

& 4 Media, his work features 

repetitive one-

point perspec-

tive framing 

and the use of 

de-saturated 

and selective 

colour in post-

production. 

Once again the standard of 

work produced by our stu-

dents has been outstanding!  

 

 

 

 

Nicole Mitchell 

Arts & Technology  

Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

T H O M A S T O W N  S E C O N D A R Y  C O L L E G E  

Isometric game characters 

designed by Rose Alkhalaf 

(Year 8/9 VCD)  
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Year 8 Girls Volleyball 

The Year 8 Girls Volleyball 

Team qualified for the North-

ern Zone Finals by winning all 

of their matches in the 

Whittlesea District Play-Offs in 

Term 2. Since then, the team 

has trained twice a week im-

proving both their individual 

skills and team tactics. The 

Northern Zone Finals were 

played at Darebin Sports Cen-

tre on Tuesday October 31.   

 

Our team easily won their first 

two games defeating both 

Reservoir High School and 

Hume Central Secondary Col-

lege two sets to zero. Although 

playing outstanding volleyball, 

they were defeated in their 

final game by Eltham High 

school.  

All players performed excep-

tionally well and represented 

our school to extremely high 

standards demonstrating ex-

cellent sporting behaviour 

whilst, at the same time, com-

peting assertively in their 

games.  

The team members were: Ku-

rita Neilson (captain), Lyni-

ahchael Ng Lam, Sydney Orii 

Mingi, Mary Sagaga, Bouchra 

Youssef, Jenni Zammit, Kaitlyn 

Tran, Skyla Hakai, Shernal Bui 

and Andrea Corneschi. A spe-

cial thank you our team man-

ager, Junior Chan Sau, who 

assisted at all training sessions 

and acted as scorer during the 

competition. 

 

 

 

“All players 

performed 

exceptionally well 

and represented our 

school to extremely 

high standards 

demonstrating 

excellent sporting 

behaviour whilst, at 

the same time, 

competing 

assertively in their 

games. “ 
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Camp 

Coolamatong 

20th –204th 

November  

Camp Coolamatong 
This year, a group of stu-

dents from Gold, Blue and 

Red Unit went to Camp 

Coolamatong.  

On this camp we did a vari-

ety of activities which every 

one of us faced difficulties 

but managed to overcome 

it. During this camp there 

were themes such as being 

resilient, valuing each other 

and being respectful to-

wards one another.  

 

We showed resilience during 

our 1-hour hike to our 

campsite and another 4-hour 

hike back to the boat the 

next morning. During our 

hike there were a lot of stu-

dents that wanted to give up 

but persisted through and 

completed the course. Other 

than the hike, we did some 

bush cooking activities, 

teamwork activities and wa-

ter based activities like tub-

ing, kayaking, canoeing and 

raft building. Tubing was the 

activity that most of us stu-

dents enjoyed, because a 

boat dragged three donut 

tubes across the lake really 

fast.  

Overall, the camp was very 

enjoyable and all of us stu-

dents had a great experi-

ence.  

 

Cecilia Tran and 

Michelle Ha 

T H O M A S T O W N  S E C O N D A R Y  C O L L E G E  
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“On this 

camp we 

did a 

variety of 

activities 

which 

every one of us 

faced 

difficulties but 

managed to 

overcome it.”  



 

Thomastown Secondary  

College  

presents 

REFLECTIONS 

A new way to experience a visual 
art journey 

Performed live on 4 stages 

COMING TO THOMASTOWN IN 
2018 


